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ABSTRACT OF THESI S 

CLAUSEW ITZ AND MAO 

Clausewitz and Mao compares the evolution of the 

m i litary t heories of Carl von Clausewitz and M ao Tse-tung 

through an examination of their repective experiences with 

war and revolution . The historical contexts in which each 

pursued their stud i e s  of war receive extensive treatment 

and serve as a basis for a d i r e c t  comparison of the 

m i l itary writ ings of Clausewitz and M a o .  

The comparison iden t i f i e s  s im i larities exist ing 

between the theories of Clausewitz in Mao in both a 

technical and philosophical sense . The relationship 

between po litics and war is emphas ized , as is the social 

nature of war . 
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INTRODUCTION 

Car l von C l ausewitz j o ined the Pru s s i an army in 1792 at 

the age of 12, a f e w  months before revolutionary France 

d e feated the Austro-Prussians at Valmy. W i thin the year he 

experienced his first combat , serving as a Fahnenjunker 

in Prussia ' s  renewed effort t o  destroy " this n ightmare . " 1 

F o r  the next 23 years Clausewitz witnessed and 

part icipated in the wars of the revolution and the wars o f  

t h e  French Empire . His personal exper ience with revolution 

and his personal involvement in the Pruss ian reform 

movement conditioned the formulation of the thought and 

p h i losophy that resulted in the post humous publication of 

On War, judged by Bernard B r ody "not simply the great e s t ,  

but the o n l y  great book about war . �2 

One hundred years after C l ausew i t z '  initiation into the 

violent real ity of �ar and revolut ion , Mao Tse-tung was 

b o rn in Shaoshan, Hunan Province . Revolution a l s o  

conditioned t h e  thought and philosophy of t h e  future 

Chairman o f  the Peoples Repub l i c ,  n o t  only as a 

1Roaer Parkinaon . ...c_.l,.a ....,."...,•u•uw ..... 1.._t.......,z-· _ __.a...._.B......._1 o..,..g.-;z::..,.a._p ... h....,._v ( N a" York : 

S t e i n  and Day. 1979). 

2M 1 o h a e l.  Howard . Clan••w1tc 
Univeraity Pr•••· 1983). 

(New York: Oxi"ord 
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part i c ip an t ,  but a s  a protagonist . Without the benefit o f  
' 

any formal m i l itary training, Mao formulated his own magnum 

opus " on war" and applied h i s  theor i e s  in over twenty years 

of constant armed conflict . 

Revolutions o f  world histor ical importance led 

Clausewitz and Mao to reach s i m i lar conclusions in 

formulating their respective philosophies of war . Their 

analysis of the r e l at i onship between p o l i t ics and war , the 

s o c i a l  nature of armies and the r e l at i onship between 

s o c i ety and the state are e s s en t i a l ly analogous . 

Clausewitz and Mao identified the inheren t l y  v i o lent nature 

of war and its tendency to become absolute unless limited 

by p o l i t i c a l  aims . Products of separate cultural and 

p o l i t ical m i l ieus,  they both saw in revolution a stimulus 

for the transformation of war . I f  revolution transforms 

armies and war, then the r elationship between p o l it ics , 

s o c i ety and war must b e  very close . Clausewitz used the 

term " Peoples W ar " S  over one-hundred years before Mao gave 

it a modern meaning. M a o ,  without b e n e f i t  of any d i rect 

contact w i t h  the works of Clausewitz , expanded his n o t i on 

o f  the r e l a t i onship between p ol icy and war4 . W ith Mao war 

and p o l i c y  became inextricably intertwined; it was no 

3Kar� von C 1au•aw1t&. On Wa� 
Un iva r a i ty P r a a a . 1878 ) .  478. 

{ P r in c e ton : P r 1. n c aton 

4 Raymond Aron. Clauaawttz Ph1loaoph•� ot war 
(Rn•lawood Cltrra: Prentice H a l 1 .  1 88 5 ) .  2 7 8 .  For a 

d 1 a aent1na view a e e  R .  Lynn Rylan d e r .  " Mao aa e. 
C 1 a u a aw1.t&1an Stre.tes i a t . "  M;1litery B•v1•w 8 1 .  (188 1 ) : 1 3 .  
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longer possible to d ifferentiate between the soldier and 
' 

the p o l it i c i an ,  the m i litary and the p o l it i c a l . 

The i n t e l lectual worlds of Clausew itz and Mao provide 

the key to understanding the subsequent evolution of their 

theory and practice . The conditions of war and revolution 

provided the primary components of those world s .  In 

trac ing t he evolution of theory through emphasiz ing 

pract ice,  one pays homage to the methodology of both 

Clausewitz and M ao .  Clausewitz�s admonition that 

" knowledge must become capab i l ity"5 is echoed in Mao ' s  

observation that "to learn i s  no easy matter and to apply 

what has been learned is even harder . ·· 8 .An examination of 

the practical exper iences o f  Mao and Clausewitz, their 

acqu is i t ion of knowledge and learn ing , d e f ines the 

evolution of their theory. 

Ry1ander argue• that becau•• Mao quoted C1au•aw�t� 
d � ract1y on o n e  o c o a e � o n  he may have u t � 1 ��•d h�e �deaa �n 
develop�na h � •  own theory or aua r 1 1 1a w a r r ar e .  

�C 1 aueew�tz. � .  147 .  

8 Mao Tee-tun•• Selected H111tery Writin••· (Pekin•: 
Poreian Lanauaaa P r e e s, 1 9 8 8 ) �  8 4 .  



CHAPTER ONE 

The emperor re�aned aupreme �n t h e  teudal a t a t e  . . . rely�na 

on t h e  l a n d e d  aent�y aa t h e  ma�natay ot t h e  e n t i r e  ayatem 

or r u l e --Mao. 

Carl von Clausewitz was born into a family of 

questionable n o b i l ity on June 1, 1780, a condition that 

d ir e ctly affected the careers of h i s  father and brothe rs . 7  

The death o f  Frederick II and the remarriage o f  

Clausewitz's widowed grandmother t o  a family w i t h  a 

b a ckground of unQue s t i onab le n o b l e  status proved 

fortuitous: the less oppressive atmosphere o f  Fred e r i ck 

W i l liam I I I ' s  r e i gn and the new f am i ly connection enabled 

Carl von Clausewitz ' entry into Pruss ian service to go 

uncha l l enged . B  

Lieutenant Frede r ic k  Gabrial von Clausewitz , Carl's 

fathe r ,  r e tired from the army f o l l owing the end o f  the 

Seven Years War . Retirement resulted from a d e b i l itating 

war wound� according to the Clausewitzes, or because of 

Frederick ' s  non-n o b l e  origins ,  according to the Prussian 

7Peter Paret. C J  eupay1 t c  apd the State .  (New York: 

Oxtord Un1ver•ity Pr•••• 1878). 15. The Clauaewite 

t a m i ly'a oria�na are at1 l l·eontrovera1al. Bee Park�naon. 

Clanpaw1t.z. p20. who d o e a  n o t  queat1on Claua•w1ta"a n o b l e  

atatua. 
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army . a  Den ied a c o n t inuous career in the army after the 

demand for officers during the wars of F r ed erick end e d ,  

Frederick von Clausewitz was appointed a minor tax 

c o l lector in the town of Burg. The younger Clausewitz 

d e s c r ibed the influence of the elder when he wrote that he 

"grew up in the Prussian army . . .  saw almost no one but 

o f f icers . . .  In short, from the beginning n a t i on a l  f e e l i n g  

and even caste sentiment w e r e  a s  pronounced and f i rmly 

rooted as c o uld be expected . " 10 

Given t h e  c i rcumstance of profound national f e e l in g  and 

caste sentiment evident from his youth, Clausewitz served 

the state as member of a p r i v i l e ged c lass . Lacking the 

benefits of ownership of land , privi lege "was the result 

o f  effort and a sense of a l l e giance that bound him and his 

family to the state. "11 

Clausewit z ' s  f i r s t  experience with war , during the s iege 

M a in z  in 179 3 ,  infl uenced the subsequent development of his 

though t .  The b loody Austro-P r us s i an v i c t ory was f o l lowed by 

relative inactivity, when a strong pursuit may have d e c ided 

t h e  i s s ue . 12 Clausewitz later descr ibed the reason for 

Prussian l e t hargy: "Prussia had n o t h in g  to d efend o r  to 

11xb�d • •  17 . 

12steven T .  Roaa. Queat ron V1otory• Frenob Military 
Str•t•sv J7S2-t7SS {New Yo�k: A. S. Ba�n•• 1873). 
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conquer in Alsac e .  Her march in 1792 through L orraine to 

Champagne had been made in a spirit o f  chivalry. but since 

as things turned out that operation promised l it t l e  more. 

she pursued the war without enthusiasm. " 13 The lack of a 

clear p o l i t ical object allowed a French recovery, 

frustrated A l l ied intentions and also frustrated the young 

Clausewitz. 14. 

Unable t o  d efine a c lear p o l itical obj ect on the Rhin e ,  

the Pruss ians had no such problem f inding more comp e l l ing 

p o l itical concerns to the east . Reb e l l ion in the Polish 

provin c e s ,  fear of the Austro-Russian a l l iance and 

financial problems outweighed current anti-republ ican 

sentiment. I n  1795 Prussia s igned the Peace of Basil and 

withdrew from the war. 15 

F o r  C l au s ewitz and for Europe the years f o l lowing 1795 

were a p e r iod of fundamental change . The advent of 

Nap o leon ic warfare destroyed the European balance of power. 

Recognition of the changes taking p lace in the European 

system d id n o t  occur among the upper eche l on s  o f  leadership 

o f  Prussia. 

One "'Pruss ian " general who was aware of the changes 

taking p lace throughout Europe was Gerhard von Scharnhorst. 

1 3c1au aewita . �. 831. 

14Park�n a o n . Clau••witz. 27. 

1 5 Roa a .  Stephen T .  Xurop••n Diplomatic H1•tor¥ 17SS
� ( Garden C ity: Doub1eday. 1S8 S}. 108- 1 1 2 . Roaa 
d e ta � 1 •  the 1aok o� ooherent po11oy on the part o �  e i ther 

the P r u a a �ana or the Fren o h .  
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A Hannovarian by b i r th, Scharnhorst obtained a commission 

in the P r u s s ian army after estab l is h i n g  his reputation in 

the War of the First Coalition . 1 e In 1801 C l ausewitz gained 

admittance to the I n s titution for the Young Officer s ,  which 

employed Scharnhorst as the super intendent of the 

a r t i l l ery . 17 T o  Clausewitz the influence o f  von 

Scharnho r s t ,  »the father and mother and friend of my 

sou l .  ''18 

abilities 

was profound . 

of C l ausewitz 

Scharnhorst recogn ized the 

and offered friendship, 

encouragement and connections to the upper levels of 

Pruss ian leadership . In addition Scharnhorst imparted 

to C lausewitz an "essentially unideological view of s o c i a l  

a n d  p o l itical arrangements" that paralleled h i s  approach to 

war . 1e 

I d e o logical faith in the ab i l ities of the army o f  

Frederick the Great ensured d isaster when P r u s s i a  chose to 

face Nap o l e on without a l l i e s  in the fal l  o f  1 806. The 

defeat and subsequent humiliation of Pruss ia inc i ted 

Clausewitz . Caste sen timent and provincial ism paled in the 

face o f  defeat. A radicalized patr io t .  C lausewitz r ej ec ted 

absolutist Prussia and supported "revolution from above . "  

C l ausewitz participated in the reform movement, which 

The Polit1ca or the Pryggian A�my 
(New York: Pra••• r .  1986). 25. 

18Ib1d • •  S 3 .  
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advocated the arming of a peasant mi l i tia, universal 

service without exemption , admittan c e  of the bourgeo i s i e  

into the officer corps and the u n l eashing of Prussian and 

German nationalism in order to mob i l iz e  the mass of the 

population again s t  the French. 

3 

How ever •reat the aao r i r i c e  . .  a n e w  wor1d or perpetua1 
p e a c e  and briahtneaa a1ready 1 1 •• o 1 ear1y berore u a  . • •  our 
�aith in wasina th1a war i e  baaed upon the n e w  China--Mao 

"A b loody and honorable fight assur es the rebirth o f  

the people . . .  such a s trugg le is the s eed o f  l i f e  from which 

a n ew tree inevitably w i l l  b l ossom. " 20 So wrote C l ausewitz 

on the occasion of his resignation from Prussian service 

f o l l owing the ratification of the Franco-Pruss ian Tr eaty 

in March o f  1812 . Three-hundred other Prussian officers , 

nearly one-fourth o f  the o f f icer c o rps , also submi tted 

their resignations . 2 1  

Nap o l eon i mposed twin mil itary humiliations on the 

Prussian s ,  a t  Jena-Auerstadt(1807), and f o l l owed them with 

twin d ip lomatic humiliation s .  C l au s ewitz described the 

20Karl von C1au•ew1t&, W•r Politic• end Pow•r 
( C h i c aao : Re•nary. 1B82 ) ,  3 0 1 .  Thi• e d i t ion or excerpt• 
�rom On W•r al•o contain• the e•eay I Bsl1•v• a�d pror•••· 
in whioh C l aueewit& denouncea t h e  treaty or 1 8 1 2  in 

extremely p a t r i o t i c  terme . 

2 1Mart1n Kitchen. A Hilitery H'•torv of G•rmany 
( S e caucu e :  The C i t i del P r e a e ,  1B76 ) ,  62. 
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f ir s t  settlemen t ,  dictated by N ap o l eon at Tilsit ( 1809), 

as the on ly possible result of " the most downright 

stupid ity to which method i c i s m  ever l ed . "22 At Tilsit 

Prussia lost half of its terr ito ry .  Requ ired t o  pay a 

large ind emnity and forced to suffer the costs of 

occupation , the terms inflicted by Napoleon were 

" comp l etely shattering and encompas s ed the destruction of 

the old Prussian stat e . " 23 

Six years elapsed between Jena and the Franco-Prussian 

T r eaty of 1 8 12 which precip i t at ed the exodus of Clausewitz 

and many of his f e l l ow offi cers . Prussia sacrificed 

the reforms achieved during t h i s  p er iod to the realities of 

power, " for that state ( Prussia) could at any time be 

brought to an end by a stroke o f  Napoleon's pen."24 To 

avoid a " stroke of N apoleon"s pen , "  the Prussians al lowed 

the French t o  renew the mi l i t ary occupation o f  Pruss ia .  In 

the event of a Russian-F r ench conflict,  Napoleon required 

Prussia to provide h i m  with an army corp s .  

The afor ementioned treat i es nearly accomp l i shed the 

physical destruction of the Pruss ian state. The feudal 

Prussian social system, d espotic p o l i t i c a l  rule and 

extremely r igid c lass structure, conditions largely 

respon s ib l e  for Prussian defeat , r emained intact . Prussian 

2 •wa1t•� Goe�1�tz • .  

Yo�k : Praeaar. 1 9 8 8 ) .  32. 
The Ge:man Gep•:al Sta�t 
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p o l itical institutions, especially the army and civil 

service, continued to dominate the state . 

The humiliations at the hands of the French resulted 

from the d eteri oration of the Prussian Army beginning with 

the re ign o f  Frederick the Great . Changes in Pru s s i an 

s e rvice d e s igned to protect agr icultural production , 

u l t imately s tarved the army o f  recru i t s .  The progressive 

diminution of the c lasses of Prussian subjects liable t o  

conscrip t i on , in which entire provinces were exempted from 

service , reduced the national cohesion o f  the army. By 

Napoleon ' s  t ime mercenaries comprised more than half of the 

so ldiers in Prussian army . 2� The French accomplished a 

m i l itary revolution dur ing the same period . Political 

revolution unleashed French pat r i o t i sm and social reform 

transformed the m i l itary . A vast national army, unfett�red 

by absolutist trad i t i on ,  had come t o  dominate Prussia, and 

a l l  of Eu rop e . 

Clausewi t z ' s  impassioned call for national resistance 

and regeneration s t ands in stark contrast to his better 

known ,  unemotional· and philosophical analysis of war . 

H i s  famous aphorism that "war is an extension of p o l i t ics 

by other means"2B d e f ines Clausewi t z ' s  view regarding the 

p e r iod of m i l i tary reform. As an observer, Clausewitz 

2 �Wi.J.l.i.a.m Shanahan . Prneaiap Military Bef'oz::mp 1788 lB13 
( N e Y  Yo�k: AMS P�ea a .  l.BBB). 4 8 .  

28cla.uaewitz . Xa�J. von, On War (Baltimo�e: Penau1n 

Booka , 1. 9 8 8 ) ,  4 0 2 .  
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believed t h�t m i l i tary reform in early 19th century 

Prussia Ras essent ially a pol itical problem . The 

destruction of p o l i t ical and social conventions that made 

possible the rebirth of the French nation-state a lso 

changed the character of that nation's armed forces . Just 

as war i s  an extens ion of p o l itics by other means� so a 

nation's armed forces are a reflection of that nation ' s  

p o l itical and social structur e .  T o  phrase it another way, 

a nation ' s  abi l ity to make war is c on d i t i oned by and is a 

d i rect result of its p o l i tical and social abi lities . 

Clausewitz analyzed the changes that had taken p l ace in the 

the nature of war as f o l l ows : 

The wars o �  the French Revolu t�on auddenly 

opened up a who1e new w o r 1 d  or m � 1 �tary 

man � r e • t a t � on a . At r � r a t  i t  wa• •omewhat raw and 

p r �m 1 t1ve; 1ater Bonaparte ory•ta llieed � t  � n t o  a 

arand � o a e  •Y•tem that a chieved eucceaaea w h � c h  

amaeed everyone . . • •  Very few of the new 

manifeatat�ona �n war oan be a a o r 1bed to new 

invention• or new departure• in idea• . They 

reault m a � n l y  r r o m  the t�ane r o r m a t i o n  of •ooiety 

and new aooial cond 1 t 1 on e . 2 7  

Defeat by and acquiescence to Napoleon radical ized much 

of Prussia's officer corps . National humiliation led 

Clausewitz and others to seek re-birth and renewal .  The 

indemn i t y  and treaty limitations on the size of Pruss ia's 

armed forces were in part responsible for preventing 

sign i f i cant reform and resistance t o  Napoleon. Greater 

respons ib i l i ty for preventing reform rests with King 
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Frederick Wil liam I I I  in particular and the aristocracy in 
' 

gen e r a l , who found in the advocates o f  reform "Jacobins" 

and "Revo lutionary equality mongering . "2B 

The forces of reaction found an u n l ikely ally in the 

person of Napoleon , who forced the dismissal of minister 

to the king, Karl vom Stein, an advocate o f  universal 

servic e .  I l lustrative of the attitude o f  the conservatives 

were the c o mments of General York, who pronounced on the 

occasion of Stein ' s  dismissa l ,  "One mad head is already 

smashed; t h e  remainin g  nest o f  vipers wil l dissolve in its 

own poison . "2B 

Ult imate ly the advocates of reform and o f  active 

r e s istance to Napo�eon triumphed . Even General York 

disobeyed t he King ' s  instructions and, in the wake of the 

destruction o f  Napo l e on ' s  Grande Armee in Russia, withdrew 

his corps from F r ench servic e . Would-be saviours of 

Prussia, conservative or otherwise ,  came to realize that 

"just as France instituted universal setvice in 1793 in 

order to protect the revolution . . .  s o  universal service was 

needed in Prussia to protect the state against France . "so 

The Prus s ian military reforms were a practical react ion 

to French military superiority that was c learly the result 

2 8Goer1 � t z .  Statt . 3 2 . 

2 9Peter P a r e t ,  York and the Rr• or Pruaa1pp Military 
B•ro:ma 1807 181�. C P r i n oeton : Princeton U n i v e r a �ty 

P r e a a ) 4 .  

3 0K�tche n .  M11itarv. 44 . 
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o f  the s o c i a l  changes br ought about by the French 
' 

Revolution . M i l itary reform was inextricably bound-up with 

soc ial and political reform, a situation that was as true 

for Prussia in 1807 as it had been for for France in 1792 . 

The French exp erience with war and r evolution was the 

p r imary factor that conditioned the C lausewitz response to 

defea t .  The transformation o f  the F r en c h  army would s erve 

as mode l ,  however incomplete Prussia ' s  emulation , for the 

n e w  Prus s  ian army . 

Clausew i t z  evaluation o f  the transformation of war by 

t h e  French
· 

provides insight into the mean ing of p o l i c y .  

Participation of the individual F r e n c h  c it i z en i n  a war 

"handed back to the peop le , "  implies that policy, and its 

extension war, is made and carr i ed out by citizen s . 

Participation in the army is a political act, an act o f  

p o l icy, o n  the part of an individual . Mass participation 

by revolutionary soldiers . pushes war toward 

abs o lute . 

By revolut ionary m•thode, th• �renoh had 
burned a�ay the old concept o� � a r .  a e  i �  �ith 
acid . They un 1 e aeh•d the terrible po�•r o� �ar 
� r om i t •  former con � i n e a . No� it moved in i t e  
naked �orm dra•ain• paa�ive � or c a  �ith it • .  War 
�aa handed back to the p e op l e ,  f rom �hom i t  had 
bean taken away i n  p a r t ,  . .  Now war had tbro�n o�� 

i t a  ahac k le a .  What �ould be b u i l t  u p on t h i •  
broader and ��rmer b a a i a  would only become 

apparent l i t t l e  by l 1 t t l a ,31 

the 

Clausewitz ' s  statement is prophetic when viewed from the 

perspective of modern war . C lausewitz anticipated the mass 



c i t izen armies 

14 

and the degree of po l i t i c a l  mob i l ization " 

achieved by national states i n  the 20th century. 

4 

The Frenoh Revo�ut�on �•• a nat�on-w�de convula�on aa 

�rr••�•t�ble 1n 1ta er�ecta aa a vo�can�c arupt�on-

Napoleon 

The transformation of the French m i litary in the years 

1792-1806 paralleled that of French society . The 

radicalism and euphoria, so characteristic of the early 

years of the Republic and the revolutionary army, gave way 

to the orde r ,  reason and technical virtuosity of the 

Napoleonic emp i r e . The political radicalism of 

revolutionary France in which "Tens o f  thousands of heads 

had to be lopped o f f  by the gu i l lotine to assure the 

complete solidarity o f  the French nation, "32 was matched by 

an equivalent military rad i c a lism . Massacres of more than 

e ight-thousand emigres and Span ish pr isoners of war took 

place on the order of the Conven tion . 33 Revolutionaries 

willing to initiate a reign of terror also had no qualms 

about prosecuting war to i t s  fullest exten t .  Jacob in 

egalitarianism, as expressed by Robespierre, would rather 

"see ten-thousand men perish than a p r i n c ip l e . "34 The 

32Gerhard R�ttar. The Sword and tb• Sgepter 

34Alrred Va•t•. A H1wtory of H111t•r1•m 
�r•• Praaa 1eae> 1�4. 

(Miami: 

(New Y o r k :  
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radicalism o f  F r en c h  Revolution, which C l au s ewitz d etes ted , 

provided a concrete practical exampl e  o f  the specter of war 

pushed by p o l itical considerations to its l i mits . "One 

might wonder whether there is any truth a t  a l l  in our 

c o n c ep t  of the absolute character of war were i t  n o t  for 

the fact that with our own eyes we have s een warfare 

a c h i eve this s tate of perfection . " 3 5  

"The French Revolution was the f i r s t  modern movement 

where the people sought to worship themselves outside any 

C hr i s tian o r  dynastic frame work. " Se T h i s  self-worship, in 

order to defend the Revo lution , enab l ed the levee en masse, 

which in turn enabl ed the formation o f  mass armies . The 

Revolution became synonymous with the country. Enemies of 

the revo lution also became class enemi es , and ther efor e  

enemies o f  France and the people. 

Self-worship also initiated spec if i c  c hanges in mil itary 

tactics for both tec hnical and ideological reason s .  

Techn i c a l l y ,  the untrained draftees could not master, 

without extensive training, the intr i c a c i es o f  f o r ma l  

mi l i tary d r i l l  that had been u ti l i z ed by the Ancien Regime. 

Throughout the rest of Europe, " the d r i l l  o f  the 

parade ground actually was used on the battle f i eld , "  

and n o t  a s  an instrumen t  o f  indoctrination and 

38J. C h r � • topher Hero1d, The Mind o� Napoleon 
York� Co 1umb � a  Un �v•r•�ty P r • • • · 1955) 1 2 .  

( N e w  
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regimentation of behavior as i t  i s  used today . a? The 

individual s o ld i e r  should . in the words o f  the 18th century 

French Marshal Maurice de Sax e ,  " b e  transformed into 

machin e s ,  which can take on life only throug h  the voices o f  

t h e i r  officers . "38 

Unable to train and fight in the o ld manner , the 

revolutionary soldiers of F r an c e ,  as t h e i r  contemporaries 

in the American Revo lution , invented new methods. 

Henceforth the untrained were "led to attack in deep 

c o l umns, a formation which called for less d r i l l -in s t i lled 

o r d e r ,  and were preceded and flanked b y  swarms o f  

tirailleurs"3B The tirailleurs, or skirmishers,  provided 

the firepower the c o l umn could not provide .  Scharnhorst 

compared French tactics to the Prussian as f o l lows: 

T h e  phya�oa1 aa�1�ty and h�ah �nte11iaenoe . 

o� t h e  common man enab1ea t h e  French �irail�aura 

t o  prof�t from a11 advantaaea offered by the 

tarra�n and t h e  aanera1 aituation. whi1a the 

ph1eamat�o Germane. Bohemian&. and Dutch form on 

open around and do n o t h�n• but what t h e ir officer 

orders t h e m  t o  do . • .  40 

T h i s  system was b o t h  more mob i l e  and more flexible than 

the o ld linear tactics epitomized by Frederick the Great's 

army . In add it i o n ,  the massed fire t a c t i c s  of Frederick I I ,  

37Gunther E. 

of' Napolaoc. 
1978). 15. 

Rothenbara 

(B1oomi.naton! 

Th• Art o� Warf'•�• 1c the Awe 
Indiana Uni.vara�ty Pr•••• 
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with opposing ''walking batteries" b last ing away at · c l o s e  

range , had resulted in casualties o f  u p  to 50%.•1 The 

s k irmishe r ' s  use of available cover also improved the 

soldier ' s  prospects f o r  survival on the bat t l e f ield . 

Citizen s o l d iers "indoctrinated now, and f o r  a long time to 

come with the idea that he as an individual was entitled to 

l ive . "•2 

The general chaos and breakdown the French army 

experienced in revolution led to another innovatio n .  The 

armies of absolu t ism relied on the baggage train and on the 

establishment o f  magazines as their principle source o f  

supply . The French army in revolution could not rely on 

regu lar d e l iveries of supplies, and in fact suffered 

greatly because of the breakdown o f  any c oherent s upply 

sys t e m .  Typic a l l y ,  this condition was exploited by l e ad e rs 

such as N ap o l e o n .  as his address t o  the army of I taly 

illustrat e s :  

S o ld�•r•� you ara � n  tatter•� hunary: t h e  
aovernment owea you everyth�na and c a n  -�ve you\ 
n o th�n•· · . r  w�11 lead you �nto the moat � e r t � 1 •  
p 1 a�na �n tha wo r l d . R�ch provinoea and areat 
oitiea will b a  in you power; there you w i l l  � ind 
honor� �am• and r i o h • • ·  Soldiare o �  the Army o� 
rta1y� w i l l  you b e  round lac kina in c o ur&a• or 
loyalty?4 3  

To survive in these circumstances t h e  revolutionary 

armies l ived off the land . Foraging became a major pre-

4 1Rothenbura. W•rt•r• .  12 . 
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occupation o f  the F r ench sold iers . C l ausewitz relates that 

the "French sent their s o l d i ers into the f i eld and drove 

their generals into battle--f eed ing , reinforcing, and 

st imulating their armies by having them procures stea l ,  

and loot everything thel' need ed . " "4 

Abandonment of the depot system and baggage train 

increased the mob i l ity of the French many times over . 

Freed from t h e  constraints of a t r ad i t i on a l  supply system. 

the French were ab le continually to outman euver their 

opponents both tactically and strateg i c a l ly .  In addition 

en emy territory was exp ected to bear much of the costs of 

waging war . 

The service least affected by the revolution was the 

art i l l ery, the most techn i c a l ly advanced s ervice. The 

arti l l ery had the highest p er centage o f  officers drawn f r o m  

the bourgeo i s i e .  Artil lery officers gener a l ly owed their 

positions t o  their ab i l i ties rather t han to s o c ial status 

or origins . Technicians in the army, as well as those in 

French bureaucracy, t ended t o  support the Republic as the 

Ancien Regi111e had not provided them with rewards 

consummate to their special s k i l l s  and ambit i on s .  

affected by 

nobil ity than 

the emigration of o f f i c ers d r awn from 

the rest of the arm� , the art i l l ery 

Less 

the 

was 

p r i marily responsible for the successful defense of France 

44c�au a e w � t z .  On Wa:. 313. 
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i n  the early years of the Revolution . •a Elevation of the 

art i l lery t o  a p o s i t i on superior in status t o  both the 

cavalry and the infantry took place in 1797 . 46 

The most famous technician t o  r i se through the ranks 

of the m i l itary due to his merit was Napoleon himself, the 

ultimate example of how tradition had been overcome by the 

revolution . This lesson c ould not have been lost on 

Clausewitz, whose brother had been insultingly turned away 

from service w i t h  the Prussian a r t i l lery by Fred e r i c k  II in 

1786, because of his bourgeois origins . 47 

In addition to r e a l i z ing a modern tactical doctrine, 

superior mob i l i ty and a technical e l i t e ,  t h e  French army in 

revolution also acquired a new strategic goal . An unlimited 

poli t ical aim, the exportation of revolut i o n ,  expressed 

i t s e l f  in the prosecution of unlimited wars: wars that 

were unlimited in that they were d e s igned to achieve the 

complete d e s t ruct ion of the enemy's m i litary power . •e 

Napo leon's s t r ategy has been described as " the very epitome 

of resolu t e  militancy"4B The contrast between the 

unlimited p o l i t ic a l  goals of revolutionary France and the 

40Roaa. Victory, 33, ••• Dav�d G. Chan d l er, � 

Camppigpa or Napoleon (New York: Macm�11an, 1988), 357-

385 r o r  a complete account or t h e  avolut�on or French 

art�llery from the revolut�on throu•h Napo l e o n .  

4 7 . 
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limited aims of t h e  old states of Europe is no less 

st'r iking than the contrast between Napoleon's wars 

conquest and the " gentleman . s war·· as pract i c e d  

F r e de r i c k  I I ' s  time . According to C l ausewitz : 

"i.n the daY.IiJ or the S1.1.••1.an oampa1•n•, 

war wae •ti.�l. an affa1.r for •ova�nmenta 

al.one • • .  The General.a oppoa1.na Prader1.ck the Great 

were act1.na on 1.natruct1.ona--wh1.ch 1.mp11.ed that 

caut1.on wa.liJ one or tha1.r d1.at1nau1..tiJh1.na 

character1at1ce. But now the opponent of· the 

Auatri.&n.liJ and Pru•a1.ana waa--to put 1.t bl.untl.y-

tha God of War h1.mse1f . "50 

of 

in 

This new p o l it i c al aim was r e i nforced by a radical 

poli t ical ideology. Propaganda b e c ame a necessary 

a i d  i n  o r ganizing the population and popu l ar i z ing the 

government and the wars of revolut i o n .  National honor, 

moral j u s t i c e  and the liberation of fellow European 

c i t izens f r o m  feudalism turned the wars of the revolu t i o n  

into wars o f  ideas . As Joachim Murat saw it " the use of 

ideas i n  rais ing and i nsp i r i ng armies . . .  ( is) an 

i nd i spensable part o f  domes t i c  troubles and f o r e i gn war . "l51 

The changes brought by the French revolu t i o n  greatly 

affected t h e  nature of war . War as p r a c t i c e d  b y  the French 

Republic and by Napoleon as " he i r  and tamer of the 

Revolution, .. 52 resulted i n  ••twenty years of victor ies"53 

W Ph1.ppa,. Tba Arm1aa o� the Eirat Xr•noh 
Bepyhl1c (London: Oxford Uni.veraity Pr•••· 1828). 278. 
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for the Fren-ch. C l ausewitz su mmed up the changes in war 

brought about by the French Revolution as f o l lows: 

Sudden1y war aaa�n became the bu•�n••• of 

the peop1e--a people o� th1rty m1ll1ona. a 1 1  o� 

whom cona�dered themaelvea to be c1t1&ena . . .  The 

peop1e became a partic�pant in war . . •  tha �ul1 

weiaht of the nation waa thrown �nto the ba1anoe . 

The resource• and effort• now available for uae 

aurpaaaed a11 eonvent�onal 11mita; nothina now 

impeded the viaor w1th which war cou1d be waaed. 

and conaequently the opponents of Prance raced 

the utmoat per11.a4 

4 

Between atatea there 1• neither 1aw nor r�aht aave the �aw 

of the atronaeat--Fichte . 

M i l itary and diplomatic humiliation c l early demonstrated 

a major failure on the part of the Pruss ian stat e .  The 

practical and technical reasons for the humi l iation had 

been made c l ear, whi l e  the root causes of fai lure were open 

to interpretation . 

The rigid "parade-ground" methods o f  the Frederickian 

sys tem proved themselves inferior to the fluid mob il ity of 

the F r ench . The Pruss ian canton system, 

excluded entire provinces f r o m  conscription , 

which had 

had also 

proved i nf e r i o r  t o  t h e  methods of the French, who were able 

to raise mass armies through universal service . The "least 

t r a i ned branch of the Prussi an army, " aa the Prus s i an 

Art i l lery, who d ispersed their pieces at the br igade leve l ,  
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proved inadequate t o  the French, who fought in mass 
" 

formations with weapons that were technically superior . 5e 

Milit ary humiliat ion a l s o  d e monstrated , t o  those capab l e  

o f  thoughtful and unbiased ref lection , t h e  unse rviceability 

of the Prussian economy and t he provincial character of her 

socia l  system. The Prussian state could not support a mass 

army nor could it successfully wage a modern technical war 

without reform of its absolutism. 

In evaluating the causes of defeat in 1806, the 

r e formers of the Prussian army typical ly differed in their 

con c l usions regarding the nature o f  and r easons for 

failu r e .  Conservative generals such as York von 

Watenburg, Karl Knesebeck and Count H .  C .  von Lottum, saw 

no fundamental f l aws in the P russian system as such . P oor 

leadership and bad luck had led to defeat and no basic 

c h anges in the system were required . 57 The opposite view 

was based on the belief that military s o l utions were 

insufficient and that defeat was the result of the corrup t  

p o l itical p o l icies o f  the Prussian monarchy. This radical 

view is best expressed by C l ausewitz., who wrote that "the 

victories of the Revolution are chiefly· to be ascribed to 

the erroneous p o licy of the Governments by which it was 

opposed . " 5 e 
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The Military Reorganization Commi�tee reconciled the 

proponents of these two contradictory evaluations of utter 

defeat� one group dedicated to lit t l e  or no change, the 

other to a revo lution in policy. The committee was 

initially composed of members of both camps , but came to be 

dominated by reformers such as Scharnhorst , Gneisenau. 

H e rman von Boyen and C .  W. von Grolman . " Reconc iliation" 

was achieved by the reassignment of conservative members of 

the commission . 5e 

The " e rroneous policy" that von C l ausewitz identified as 

the cause o f  defeat was primarily political . The effects 

of the French Revolution "were evidently brought about much 

less through new methods and views introduced by the French 

in the conduct of War than t hrough the changes which it 

wrought in state-craft and civil adminis t r ation , in the 

character of Governmen t s ,  in the condition of the 

peopl e�etc . " Bo 

The reformers saw technical and tactical inferiority as 

the result o f  inferior p o l itical p o l icy, n o t  as the result 

of a French monopoly on military prowe s s .  Technical 

reform of the backward Prussian army required social 

and po litical chan g e .  

Attempts · to change t h e  mechanistic fire 

inherited from Frederick encountered two maj or 

5 8shanahan. B•forma, 101-102. 

SOclauaaw�tz. �. 409. 

tactics 

problems: 
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natural an t ipathy to change on the part of the Junker c lass 
' 

and the s everity o f  Prussian military service. The Junkers 

saw something valuable in the Freder ickian t radition of 

drill, honorable and distinctly Prus s ian . "The platoon 

fire was the true p a l l ad ium of the Prussian s , " while the 

new tactics "might be good for the French, a vivacious 

race, it dishonors t h e  Germans . . .  it means dishonoring their 

national character by taking their famous firing away from 

t h em . "Bl 

In reaction to this miscon c eption Scharnhorst "employed 

the word ' l ine· as a synonym for military reaction , "  and 

provid ed realists with an ideo logical basis for reform, 

n o t ing " the pr e-Jacobin existence of l ight troops in 

Prussia . "82 By l in king tactical reform to the l egacy of 

Frederick, however misl eading the factual basis for such 

c laims, Scharnhorst portr ayed reform as a logical 

extension o f  tradition . The statemen t is also r eveal ing 

in that it illustrates that opposition t o  r eform was n o t  a 

resu l t  of honest disagreemen t r egarding technical 

questions, but was in fact an ideological struggl e  

regarding social change. Garrison duty r equired that 

Clausewitz practic e  the famous Prussian d r il l .  Drill �as 

"the who l e  basis of the Prussian method of fighting war , 

82 pazo•t •· �. 244 . 
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and C l ausewitz dril l ed it and drilled it until h e  was s ick 

of it . "  e3 C l ausewitz became most critical of the king at 

this time. One c an only speculate on the d ebil itating 

effect that constant d r i l l  had on the morale o f  

imaginative officers like C l au s ewit z ,  who wished to d evelop 

new tactical methods to deal with those of the Fren c h .  

T h e  inco rporation of new tactics a l s o  r equired a 

narrowing o f  the gulf between the individual s old ier and 

the state. Frederic k ' s  army had " con s isted of d emoralized 

nen , o f t en the dregs of society, press-ganged foreign ers 

and prisoners of war , unwil l ing peasants and unreliabl e  

mercenaries, t h e  who l e  motley crew held together by violent 

brutal discipline and ferocious punishmen t s . " 84 Such an 

army was unab l e  t o  operate in wooded areas ,  march by n ight 

or perform effective reconnaissance, as large numbers of 

men would take the opportunity to deser t . e5 

T h e  open order o f  an expand ed l ight infantry, Prussia ' s  

answer t o  the French tirailleurs, a l s o  increased t h e  

opportunity f o r  d es er t ion . Abandonment of or less relianc e  

o n  t h e  baggage train also had t h e  same resu l t . Unlike the 

French s o l d ier, who r egarded himself as a part of the 

nation with an interest in the fate o f  that nation, the 

typical sold ier in Prussian service had n o  such loyalties . 

8 3Pa.rki.n •on., Cl•u••w'tc . 3 0 . 

The Germep Idee of llreedol)! 
(Boaton: Beaoon P r e a s ,  185 7 ) ,  2 1 .  

e&Kitohen . H1ptorv. 22 . 
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I t  is d if f i c u l t  to foster love o f  country in an army 

c o n s i s t ing o f  50% mercenar ies . In addition the i l l  effects 

o f  brutal t r e atment on the patr iotism o f  the Prussian 

s o l d e r s  is not hard to imagin e .  Peter Paret d e s c r ib e s  the 

logic of such brutality as f o l lows: � I f  deserters were 

whipped or executed even in peacetime, it seemed a sma l l  

matter to u s e  the cane o r  the flat of the sword o n  s o ld i ers 

who were awkward at d r i l l . " ee Gneisenau , writing in 

1807, d e s c r ibed the f a i lure of the Prussian State to 

incorporate its c it izens as w i l l ing participants in the 

state: "every effort has been made to make men useful to 

the state machine . . .  but so far less has been done to make 

them free and n o b l e  and independent so that they b e l ieve 

that they are part of the whole and that they possess a 

value in themselves . " e 7 

The gap that existed between the State and the people 

also existed between the army and peop l e . I n  contrast t o  

the meld ing o f  army and people that would exist i n  u n i f ied 

Germany, the mass of the population in Prussia regarded 

"the army as an alien estab l i s hment s e r v ing the king rather 

t han the land . "Be This gap not o n l y  existed among the 

peasants subj ect to conscription, but a l s o  among the 

wealthy and the midd le c l ass. A commercial s o c iety in 

87craia. Polit1cg. 4 1 .  
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Magdeburg had a ru l e  stating "Dogs and Officers not 

Admitted. "ee 

O f  all the elements of the Prussian state, on l y  the 

nobility engaged in a r e lationship w i t h  its aovernment and 

army based on convi ction rather than b lind obedien ce . ?o 

The peasantry and the bourgeoisie did not particip ate in 

nat -ional life t o  the same extent as they did in Britain and 

France . The n ob i l ity did not assimilate s i gn ificant 

numbers of commoners into the noble clas s .  By Imperial 

court decision the peasantry was undiscoverable as an 

estate in the German constitution . 71 

A reduct i on of the tensions and the div i s i on s  that 

existed between clas s ,  army and people could b e  partially 

achieved, as in the French model, t hrough appeals t o  

patriotis m .  The danger t o  the s tate , a s  evidenced by 

m i l i t ary occupat ion , wou l d  seem to provide such an 

opp ortunity. 

The advocacy of patriotism and support of the state by 

its citizens wou l d  seem a policy somewhat beyond 

ideological conten tion . Such was not the cas e . Susp i cions 

about the u tility and propriety of releasing national 

pas s i on were endemic in the opponents of r e form . Prussian 

89Goerl�tz. Stat�. 32. 

70vr�edr�oh Heinecke, The Ac• o� German I.1berat1on 
J7AA JRlO (Berkeley: Un�vera�ty o� Cal��orn�a Prea•. 

1977 >. 12. 
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Minister of Justice and Cultural Affairs von Zedlitz 

described the patriotic passions unleashed by war as an 

"unnatural state of affair s , "  indeed a "veritable disease 

of the imagination."72 

Prus sian political policies institutionalized reaction, 

fragmented the state socially and had d riven a wedge 

between the people and the army as well between the people 

and the state. Such a state had always avoided the 

militancy of total war . Frederick the Great, according t o  

Ritter, "gained followers not so much as a war hero but 

rather as a sovereign of peac e ,  

Antimachiavelli. "'73 Ritter also 

reluctance t o  wage total war : 

as the ·sublime 

describes Pruss ian 

A• l a t a  . . .  aa 1eoe i t  could happen that 

•oldie�• had t o  � r aaaa and •o hun•ry �n campa 

p i tched �n the open , w h i l e  t r e e •  and �anca• and 
evan •�•at p � la a  o� � i rewood mi•ht have provided 
them w i t h  r e ady-made � u e l  and the buratin• barn• 
and larder• o� n e arby v i lla••• and tovna could 

thalD ample p r ovend a r . 74 

Although the army was instrumental in transforming 

Prussia from a provincial to a great powe r ,  militarism in 

a modern sense had not yet developed . Germany had not 

embarked on the road that "led from political war t o  

warlike politics " 75 

72 R � t t a r ,  Swgrd, 38 . 

7S.Ibid. 3S. 

74:tbid . 1 2 . 

75:tbid. 12 . 
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The Prussian kings had no comp e l ling reason, unt i l  the 
' 

advent of Napoleon , t o  risk their frag i l e  state and army by 

subjecting them to t h e  rigors of "ungentlemanly" war . The 

fact that the Napoleonic revolution t hreatened both the 

monarchy and the state convinced the Prussian leaders to 

make "war a concern of the people, and with half her forner 

population, without money or credit, she mob i lized a force 

twice as large as he had in 1806."78 and became " foremost 

among those states which combined to defeat the 

Corsican."?? Preservation of the Prussian state demanded 

reform . Prussia became a great power through m i l itarism 

and could remain a great power only through its 

maintenance. French imperialism provided the catalyst for 

reform. 

6 

Scharnhor s t  led the reform movement in the m i l itary . 

Scharnhorst entrusted Clause�itz as his adjutant with 

making suggestions and with the drafting of his proposals 

and plan s . 7e I n  June of 1807 Clausewitz authored, w i t h  

Crown Prince August,  a memorandum which contained many of 

77cra�a. Pol1t1ca. 37 .  

9 7 . Parkin•on d e • o r i b e s  
Clau•ewita a a  S o harnhoret•• • • c r e t a r y .  S hanahan . Batorma .  
d e a c r ib•• C 1 au • e w i t a  • •  h�• &d�utant P .  101. 
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the ideas e ssential t o  the reform movemen t .  The memorandum 
" 

influenced the king ' s  "Guidelines for the Reorganization of 

the Army, " which included " suggestions" f o r  the formation 

of light tro o p s ,  incorporation of the d ivis ional system and 

also raised the question of admittance t o  the o f f icer corps 

of the bourgeoisi e .  The Clausewitz memorandum contained 

all of these proposals and also recommended conscription 

w i t h  out exemption , an end to corpor a l  puni shment and 

further proposed that all soldiers be made eligible for 

promotion regardless of clas s . 79 The actual specific 

effects o f  the memorandum on the king and on the M i litary 

Reorgan ization Committee can n o t  b e  ascertained . I t  is 

s u f f i cient to say th.at it stands as a basic summary o f  the 

s p i r i t  of the Pru s s i an military reformers at that time . The 

memorandum advocated a mixture of practical, technical. 

social and p o litical c hange . 

The implementation of most o f  the practical and 

techn ical changes suggested by Clausewitz took place by the 

end of 1808 . The king, who was n o t  ideo logically opposed t o  

the d iv i s ional reorganization and the u n i f ication of 

administration in the Ministry of War, s i lenced the critics 

of r e f o r m .  T he question of the comp o s i t ion o f  the officer 

corps and the reform of the Canton sys tem was of course 

another matt e r .  

79Park�n aon . Clayaeyitz. 88. 
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A law dating from August 6 ,  1808 s ignaled the f irst 

sign i f i cant m i l itary reform o f  polit ical consequence . The 

Pru s s i ans achieved the democratization of the off icer 

corp s ,  adm itting c i t i zens of any class who met spe c i f i c  

educat ional requirements. Few except those of noble birth 

could meet such requirements , limiting the initial impact 

of t h i s  reform . eo The re call of Stein,  d ismissed only a 

few weeks after Jena, aided the mili tary r e f o rmers in their 

endeavours to achieve social and pol i t i cal reform . 

S t e in ' s  view that " We must train the nation to conduct 

its own affairs,  and to grow out o f  its present condition 

of childhood i n  which an overbearing government wishes to 

control the people , " e2 was in complete accordance with the 

views of Scharnhorst . In a letter to von Clausewi t z , 

S c harnhorst d e s c r ibed his view of the purpose of reform : 

" to kindle a sense of independence i n  the nation; we must 

enable the nation to understand itself and to take control 

of its own affairs" e3 

The partnership o f  Stein and Scharnhorst succeeded . 

Both realized that the problems of t he Prussian army ''were, 

in fact a terr ible judgement against the political and 

military system of the past . " 83 The most shameful part of 

the recent d isaster being " the fact that the Prussian 

eO Sh&nahan , Reform. 128 . 

8 1Pa:t'k'-n•on. Cl•n••w1tc. 1.00. 

8 2 I b i d . 1 0 0 . 
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people had so openly d i sassociated themselves from their 

government . " e• Stein ' s  appointment saw the first major 

attempt to br idge the gap between people and governmen t . 

The abolition of serfdom was proclaimed in October of 1807, 

to be f o l l owed in November of 1808 by institution of the 

local government of cities . The ab o l i t ion o f  hereditary 

servitude f o l lowed Stein ' s  departure in 1 8 1 o . e � 

The question of universal service and the estab l ishment 

of the Landwher, o r  m i l i t i a ,  provided t h e  reformers, both 

p o l i t ical and m i l itary, with their greatest challenge . Not 

until 1813. after the defeat of Napoleon in Russ i a .  the 

defection of General York and the establ ishment of an East 

Pruss ian Landr�her. was a country wide militia 

establ ished . ee Of the m i l i t i a  Clausewitz wrot e :  

P r u • • � a  t auaht u •  �n 1 8 1 3 that r a p � d  e r r o r t •  

can i n c r • a a e  an army · a  •tr•nath ·�x t i m • •  � r  w •  

mak• u• o r  a c � l � t � a .  and . what �- c o r e .  that the 

c � l i t � a  oan r �aht ae well in r o reian oountriee ae 

at hom• . A l l  t h • • e  c a • • •  have ahown what an 

enormou• c o n t r i b u t � o n  the heart and t•mper o r  a 

n a t i o n  oan cake to the •um t o t a l  or i t •  

p o l it i c • . war p o t en t 1 a l 6  and r iahtina •trenat h .  

Now that aoverncent• have b e c o m e  o o n • o i o u •  or 

th••• r a a o u rc e a .  wa cannot expect thee t o  remain 

unu•ed in the r u t u r e . whethar the war � ·  rouaht 

in •elr-deren•• o r  i n  order to • a t i • r y  inten•e 

amb 1 t 1on . e ? 

83c r a 1 a .  Pol1t1o•. -40 . 

84 :r b 1 d . • o .  

8Bc r a 1 a .  pol1t1pa .  � 8 - 8 0 . S a e  Shan ahan . B•rorme. r o r  a 

an account or th• p o l i t i c •  or oraanizina t h e  Land�her . 

8 7
clau•ew 1 t z .  �. 220 . 
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C l ausewi t z ' s  experience observing the pol i t ical 

imp lications of reform rein forced his conclusions about the 

pol i t ical nature of war . Clausewitz also concluded that 

p o l i ti c a l  pol icy was superior to m i litary policy. and 

supported social and pol i t ical change to strengthen the 

stat e .  The radicalism o f  Clausewitz grew from patriotism 

tempered by concern for the stat e .  

5 

To avert my •a a e ,  to b e  anyth�n• at a 1 1  apart �rom 

� a t h e r 1and and n a t � o n a 1  hon o r . Bveryth�n• X am o r  mi•ht be 

X oMe to the•e two earth1y •od• and w�thout them noth�na 

would be le�t o� me but an empty • h e l l--Xarl von C l au•ew�t& 

The reformers b e l i eved Pruss i a ' s  inferior polit ical and 

social system and its absolutist p o l i cy resul ted in defeat . 

The Prussian reformers however .  were not revolutionaries . 

Clausewitz h i mself , among the most c r it i cal of the 

reformers. was a conservative , concerned primarily with 

preserving the Prussian army and state . ae 

Ideologically, many of the reformers were committed t o  

the idea that the liberation o f  Germany, as opposed t o  that 

of Prussia alon e ,  should b e  the pr imary goa l .  Patriotism 

could provide the impetus to unite the nation against a 

common enemy. Nationalist war aims , l imited to the 

destruction of Napoleon and the liberat i o n ,  was a p o l i tical 

p o l icy that was easily understand ab l e  by t h e  masses and 

... 

88P ark�n•on . CJ•n••v1.tc. 302 . 



34 

would n o t  threaten the state . That an intel lectual 

basis f o r  such a movement existed is evidenced by the 

writings of F i c h t e ,  Arndt and Jahn . The b i r t h  of 

nationalism in Germany was a force that could not be 

r e s i s t ed , even by the King of Pru s s ia . Arndt was one of 

the f i r s t  to c a l l  upon the German people t o  revolt against 

Napoleon, without consulting their rulers . es Frederick 

Ludwig Jahn , advocate of defensive war , derided wars of 

conquest as inhuman and f o o l i s h .  T h e  standing armies that 

made such wars possible were to be d i sbanded , the defense 

of the nation to be borne b y  the people in a m i l i t i a . eo 

Fichte ' s  anti-monarchist writings, indicative of the 

p o l i t icized l iberal in tel l ectua l ,  attempted to synthesize 

the needs of the state with the inalienab l e  rights of the 

individual . B l  

Most o f  the maj or f igures o f  t h e  reform movemen t ,  

like F i c h t e ,  Arndt and Jahn , were n o t  Prussians by b i r t h .  

The Prussian noble class viewed S t ein , Scharnhorst and 

Gneisenau with a certain amount of suspicion because of 

their non-Prussian origins . Frederick the I I I  of 

Hohen z o l l e r n ,  and his aristocratic supporter s ,  were nore 

interested in dynastic pr eservation than in any spec ific 

"German" national ism . U l t imately nation a l i sm became 

89M e 1neoke. X,jbe:ation. 2 0 . 

BOM • i n eo k e .  X b i d .  40 . 
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a force out o f  the control of the monarchy . I n  1812 

York ' s  unauthorized defection from French service fol lowed 

mass resignations of Prussian o f f icers . The birth of 

German nationalism provided one aspect of p o l i cy necessary 

to wage total war . The will power of C l ausewitz and 

Gneisenau provided the other aspect of pol icy Prussia 

needed to wage total war . 

M e t ternich ' s  policy o f  balance of power threatened to 

break apart the coalition raised against Napoleon . 

Austrian fear of Prussian and Russian power d e l ineated a 

limited goal in Austr i a ' s  war against the French. 

Destruction of French power was not desirab l e .  nor was the 

abd ication of Napoleon a pre-req u i s i t e  for the Austr ians t o  

make peace . B2 

The Prussians, particularly Gneisenau , demanded a march 

on Paris . Clausewitz wrote at t h e  time " operations must 

continue without delay until the peace . . .  a rebell ion in 

the army and in t h e  provinces would meet u s  half way . B3 

Field Marshall Karl zu Schwarzenberg, t h e  Austrian 

commander commented , "Blucher and s t i l l  more Gneisenau, 

are urging the march on P a r i s  with such perfectly childish 

rage that they trample underfoot every single rule 

of warfar e ,  Regardless o f  t h e  rear , and o f  their right 

f l anks , they do nothing but plan parties in the Palais 
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Royal. •·a• The Prussians had found their unl imited 

p o l i tical goal enabling the prosecution of total war . 

Conscription and the Landlilher had enabled the 

construction of a mass army of 162 , 000 men . Pruss ian 

insistence on the total destruction of Napoleon led to the 

the signing of Quadruple Alliance of Chaumon t ,  in which 

Pruss i a ,  Ru s s i a ,  Austria and England agreed not to pursue a 

separate peace with the French and to enforce the peace for 

twenty year s . ac; The capture of Paris in 1814 and the 

defeat of Napoleon in the hundred days campaign are 

testament to the success of the reformers . The fate and 

subsequent history of the reforms are testament t o  the 

r e s i lience of Pruss.ian conservatism and due to the method 

of reform itse l f .  

6 

I t  1 a  poaaib�e that aooner or later we w 1 � 1  have t o  de�end 

the Kin• o� Pruaaia a•ainat hia own ar�y--Caar Alexander X 

An important difference existed between the 

"destruction " of Prussian social conventions and those 

which had taken place in France. Destruction did not come 

through revolution from below but through reform from 

above . The conditions necessary f o r  national rebirth did 

not require a re ign of terr o r . The absolute Prussian 

94 Ib1d . •  24!5 . 
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monarchy had existed in its pre-1789 form in order to 

support the army . I f  preservation of the army required a 

re-ord e r ing of the s o c i a l  structure of the s t a t e ,  that 

would b e  accomplished as wel l .  

The first condition of the Pru s s ian mili tary reforms , 

because of the social changes such reforms necessitated , 

was their limitation . W h i l e  serfdom was �bo l ished , 

conscription proclaimed, and the brutality and length of 

service moderated , a l l  of these r e forms were in practice 

incomp lete . Sufficient to preserve both Prussia as a state 

and the Hohenzol lerns as a dynasty, the reform movement was 

s t i l lborn . The structure of the state , the power and 

conservatism of the aristocracy and the backward nature of 

the peasantry, a l l  conspired to prevent true revolut ionary 

reform from occurring . 

The reforms implemented in Pru s s i a  were not initiated by 

social revolution from below, as in the French case, but 

from above as a reaction to m i l i tary d isaster . The 

f o l l owing quot e ,  by an unnamed Prussian minister to the 

French ambassador ,  however overstated , is i l lustrative of 

the views of the Pruss ian ? u l ing c l a s s  regarding the method 

of reform. 

The wholesome revolut ion w h i c h  
c a r r i e d  th�ouah r r o m  b e low w i l l  take 

you have 

p l a c e  i.n 

P r u a a i. a  rrom above . . . .  Xn a raw year• their w i l l  no 

lonaer b e  a p r i v l leaed e l aaa in Prua a ia . " 9 � 

N1peta•pth Canturv. 
1976 ) .  2 0 .  

The Germ•n public H:Jpd '" th• 
( O t t ow a :  R o wman and L i t t le t 1 e l d .  
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Social change was advocated more for its util ity rather 
' 

than for any intrinsic moral valu e . M i l i tary reform 

addressed specific social problems in order to achieve 

spe c i f ic m i l itary goals . If it had been possible t o  defeat 

Napoleon and withstand the forces for liberalization and 

change unleashed by the French Revolution , then the 

Pru s s i an State would have continued in its previous f o r m .  

F o l lowing t h e  defeat o f  Napoleon . t h e  forces o f  reaction 

immed iately attacked the Landwher as unnecessary and 

expensive . By 1 8 1 9  the Landwher had been largely 

incorporated into the professional standing army . e7 The 

link between the army and people had been effect ively 

severed and was not to be renewed u n t i l  the reintroduction 

of the reforms during the wars of B i smarckBS 

The reform movement reinforced the idea that state power 

could overcome the need for change without the 

destructiveness o f  revolut ion . Change could be controlled 

and d i rected to serve the needs of state and army . Social 

and po litical aspirations could be u t i l ized or rejected at 

will and became just another tool o f  the state. Krieger 

describes the reform movement as f o l lows : 

Z t  wae an �nc�u• ive . conjunct �ve movement 

w h � c h  rej e c t e d  tha · � t h a r  or in ravor or the both 
and it added � � b a r a �  arr anaement• to the 

e x 1 e t 1na etate and e o c i e t y .  •••erted the �nherent 
compat 1 b 1 � 1 ty or theae and indeed or a � l  

9 8Parkinaon. glaus•witg, 299 . 
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pol �t�o•l p r � n o � p l e a  and �nter••t• w � th one 
•nother . .. ee '-

T h i s  revolution from above l e f t  grave social and 

p o l itical prob lems unresolved and their solutions defered 

until H i t l e r ' s  reordering and "democratization" of the 

German state and army in the 1 930 ' s .  At this time c l ass 

war,  regional favor itism and Junker domination of the 

German army and state ended . 

F o r  Clausewitz, the French revolution and the Pruss ian 

revolution from above were evidence of the rebirth of 

absolute total war . The power of the state now conspired 

to o rgan ize and popularize war among p o l i t i c ized c i t izens 

who regarded the state as their own . The sixteen years 

f o l l owing W at e r l o o , u n t i l  the death o f  Clausewitz in 1831, 

were spent in the systematic devel opment o f  these ideas . 

C l ausewit z ' s  re lative success as a phi losopher for a l l  

times i s  i l lustrated in the par a l l e l s  that exist between 

his work and that of Mao Tse-tung, perhaps the only true 

phi losopher of war produced in the 20th century . 



CHAPTER TWO 

The r i r a t  o a p 1 t a l 1 a t  that I etruaaled w i t h  waa my r a t h e r - 

Hac 

Mao Tse-tung ' s  development as a m i l itary theorist took 

place in an atmosphere of almost constant armed strugg l e .  

Immersed i n  revolution from 1 9 1 1 ,  M a o  wrote his most 

important m i l itary works in the late 1930 s ,  relying on the 

practical knowl edge of twenty years of con f l i ct as the 

bas i s  of theory . Mao ' s  theories,  d e r ived from pract i c e ,  

exhibit characteristics both u n iquely Chinese and 

stri kingly o r iginal . In the main , howeve r ,  his theories 

are Clausewitz ian . Congruent exper i ences with revo lution,  

Mao from the inside and C lausewitz from the out s i d e ,  led 

each to r e a c h  s im i l ar conclusions r egarding the nature o f  

war . 

Mao Tse-tung ' s  experience with revolution,  like that o f  

C lausewitz, began at age thirteen . Mao reports that he 

partic ipated in a " U n i ted Front , "  c o n s i s t ing of himse l f ,  

h i s  mother, brother and the fam i ly ' s  hired labour e r ,  in 

order to oppose the ''Ruling Power , "  M ao " s  s t r i c t  father , 

Mao Jen-shen . 1oo 

1 00�daar Snow, Red Star Oyer China ( N e w  Y o r k !  

C ity P u b l 1 8 h 1 n a  Co . •  l S 3S ) ,  1 1  • .  
Garden 
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Mao cites a division in this " Un i ted Front of the 

Opposition , "  as the source o f  his f i r st experience with 

revolutionary tactics : "My mother advocated a p o l i cy o f  

ind irect attack. She c r i t i c ized any overt d i splay o f  

emotion and attempts at open rebe l l i on against the Ruling 

Powe r .  She said it was not t h e  Chinese way . ·· Mao · s more 

d i rect tactics also produced good resu lts : " I  learned that 

when I defended my rights by open rebe l l ion my father 

r e l ented,  but when I remained meek and submiss ive he only 

cursed and beat me the more . " 10 1  

Edgar Snow reports that Mao " u s ed all these p o l i t ical 

terms humorously . . .  laughing as he recal led such incidents , "  

but a p o l it ic a l  dimension does exist i n  the c on f l icts with 

his father . Mao describes h i s  mother as " a  kind woman, 

generous and sympathe t i c ,  and ever ready to share what she 

had . She p it i ed the poor and o ften gave them rice . . .  during 

famine s .  But she could not do so when my father was 

presen t . " 102 Mao viewed these conflicts as "d ialectical 

struggle , "  and " d id not sympat h i z e "  with his father, " a  

rich farmer" and a r i ce merchan t . 103 

U n l i ke C l ausewitz who identif ied with a class and 

privi lege that was perhaps not his by b i r t h ,  M a o  " learned 

to hate" h i s  father and the privilege associated with h i s  

1 0 1 sno�. � .  115 . 

10 2::tb1d , 114 . 

103J: b 1 d l 18 . 
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f am i ly ' s  modest wealth. Mao was repel led by his father 
" 

because he id e n t i f i ed him with corrupt and outdated values 

of old China .  The social situation in his own house and 

v i l l age mirrored that o f  the rest o f  the nation , a 

situation that Mao believed should change . Mao ' s  

description of the " c l ass structure" o f  his home l if e  i s  an 

indication of the relationship that Mao perce ived between 

pol itics and concrete life experien c e .  

The Oedipal implications of the father-son 

relationship i s  a subj ect of much speculation . 1 04 Given 

the c l imate of social ferment and p o l it i cal d isintegration 

that existed in China in the f ir s t  decade of the 20th 

century, generational conflicts were perhaps not 

uncommon . 1 o� O f  more interest i s  the fact that Mao related 

the conflicts of his chi ldhood to Edgar Snow in p o l itical 

terms, the imp l ication b e ing that his class and pol itical 

consciousness date from these experiences in adolescence . 

I t  also suggests that by the time of Mao ' s  interviews with 

Edgar Snow he saw a polit ical dimension in a l l  

r e l ationships , even in close personal ones . 

1 0"'L o w a l. l.  DS.ttma :ll" . "Mao and. tha P o l. S. t i o a  o� Revolutionary 
H o:ll" a l 1 ty. " Aa1an Sy:z:yey 2 7 .  ( H a:ll"c h  1987 ) : 3 1 8 .  Saa also 

Luoian Pya. HaQ Tae tunc· The map in the Leader (New Yo:ll" k :  

S a e i o  Booka . 1978 ) .  and. Han Suy1n. The Horn1pa DeJus• 
{ B o a t o n : L it t l e .  Brown & C o  . •  197 2 )  � o:ll" d � •ou••ions o� 

t h i s  1 a au e .  D i ttmer c o n a i d. a r a  the Oad1pal oompl.ax " q u i t e  

axp l io i t . "  Pya ampha•ized. Hao · s  r a l. a.t ion•hip with h i e  

mothar and. H a n  Suy1n a e e a  c on � l 1 c t  batwean a•narat�ona 

inevitabl.a in the atmosphere o �  a chanaina Ch�n a .  
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Famine in Changsha resulted in a rebe l l i on o f  " ordinary 

people l i ke my own fami l y . "  The governor arrested and 

beheaded the leaders of the uprisings, events "which 

influenced my whole l i fe , " l 08 Con f l ict between a powerful 

landlord and the Ke Lao Hu i secret s o c i ety d i rectly 

affected Mao ' s  f am i ly : "One time t h e  Ke Lao H u i  robbed our 

fam i l y .  I said that they were right to do so, tor people 

had no thing . ·· 107 Revol t s ,  riots, banditry, famine and 

class d i v i s ion intruded on Mao ' s  family li fe and 

conditioned the development of his s o c i a l  and pol i t ical 

con s c i ence . 

Mao � s  school ing b egan at the age of eigh t .  He later 

c l aimed that his hatred of Confucius began at this young 

age . 10e Mao preferred tales of banditry and adventure such 

as Story of the Marshes, Romance of the Three Kingdoms and 

Journey to the West, books which " d i d  more t han anything 

e l s e  . . .  to c o l o r  Z edong · s  mental world . " l.09 From the Story 

of the Marshes, the great trad i t i o n a l  novel of peasant 

revo l t , " ll.O Mao developed a strong sense o f  romanticism 

1 0 8 sn o w .  �. 1 1. 7 .  

107stuart S o h r am ad . Chp1rmap Mao Talka to th• P•opla 
(Naw Yo r k :  Panthaon Booke . 1974 ) .  2 1. 9 . 

1 0 8Robart Payn e .  Mao Tpe-tnn• (Naw Y o r k :  � aybr�aht & 
T a l 1ay. 1. 9 8 8 ) .  3 0 . 

l. 1 0 stuart Sohram. Mao Ta• Tuns 
Book• . 1. 9 8 8  > .  2 1. .  
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regarding struggle against corruption and tyranny. He also 

gained his first exposure t o  guerr i l l a  tactics from this 

story of band i t s  who "gather in a mountain fortress to 

resist tyranny . " 1 1 1  

In 1 9 1 0  M a o  traveled t o  Changsha to continue h i s  

educat ion . Mao freely admitted h i s  vulnerability to the 

values and prejudices of "bourgeois and petty bourgeois 

f e e l ings implanted in me in the bourgeois scho o l s . " 1 12 He 

b e l i eved " inte ll ectuals were the on ly cl ean people in the 

wor l d ,  while in comparison workers and peasants were 

dirty . ·· 1 1 3  Mao ' s  exposure to the western idea of 

s o c i a l i s m ,  " social reform with vague col lectivist 

overtones , "  occurred at this time , " a lthough Marxism was 

not even a spot on the horizon . " 114 This exposure probably 

moderated h i s  views on the peasantry. as did his deepening 

nation a l i s m .  

A d e s i r e  personally to express n a t i onal istic f e e l ings 

and m i l itary heroism inspired Mao to join the Hunan 

revolut ionary army when opposition t o  the Manchus turned 

to m i l i tary revo l t ,  in October of 1 9 1 1 . 1 1 e  Mao , as a common 

sold ier , received the only formal m i l itary education of 

1 1 1suy1n. Oaln«• • .57 . 

1 1 2Mao T•e-tuna. Sal•ct•d Work•. vo l .  S (N•� Y o r k :  

I n t e r n a t i o n • l  Pub 1 1 a h� r • .  195 5 ) .  7 3 .  

1 1 SM •o . Work•. 7 3 .  
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his l ife at this time . Significant ly , Mao refused to j o in 

a student regiment, preferring the company o f  il literate 

peasant soldi e r s . 11e 

I n  1 9 1 7  Mao led the student ' s  volunteer army , defend ing 

the school against local warlords . Mao employed a device 

w e l l  known in the Hunanese countrys i d e ,  cutting bamboos in 

such a way as to b l ind anyone attempt ing t o  scale the 

wal l s . 11 7 

Mao pub l i shed his f i r s t  art i c l e  in Apr i l ,  1917 , A 

Study of Physical Educa tion, in which he lamented the 

weakness of the people and state . 

Our nat�on 1• want�na �n atrenath. The 
m � l itary ap i r � t  haa not been enoouraaed . . .  X �  o u r  
b o d 1 • •  a r e  n o t  atrons w e  w i l l  b e  &�raid • •  aoon 
•• we • • •  enemy s o l d i e r & ,  and then how oan we 

attain ou r •o•l• and make ouraalvaa reapaotad? 1 1 8  

Mao ' s  conc lusion : "The principle aim of physical education 

is m i l i tary heroism . " 1 19 In this publication Mao expresses 

intense nationalism, anti-imperialism and l inks achievement 

of policy goals to a mil itary means . The historical 

c i r cumstance of fore ign presence and China ' s  weakness 

radicalized Mao p o l i t i c a l l y  by h i s  twenty-fourth year . 

l l 8T e r r 1 l l ,  �. 24 . 

ll7 sohram. Mao Ta•-tunw. 43 . 

1 18 s tuart Schram ed . The Polit1cal Tboncht of Mag Twe
� ( N ew York : Praeaa r ,  1 98 8 ) ,  1 �2 . 
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Mao ' s  identification with hero i c ,  m i l i t ary solutions to 

China ' s  problems are i l lustrated in incidents and wr it ings 

from his pre-Marxist p e r iod . Also evident i s  an 

understanding o f  the relationship between m i l itary power 

and p o l i t i c s  and a deep concern for the fate of Chin a .  

From the beginning of Mao ' s  experien c e ,  armed struggle 

accompanied the p o l i t ical st ruggle being waged for Chinese 

regenerat ion . Chaos and d i s integration provided the 

background f o r  Mao ' s  formative years as he , along with 

thousands of other educated Chinese youths , souaht to 

discover a way to bring China into the 20th century, defeat 

the warlords and end imperialist hum i l i at ions . 

The Russian Revolution confronted Mao with an ideo logy 

which translated theory into action . Mao re-read the works 

of Marx and Lenin and speculated on their potential as a 

model f o r  Chin a .  I f  Rus s i a ,  a large and backward nation , 

could transform itself through revolution , China might 

f o l l ow the examp l e .  By 1920 Mao considered hims e l f  a 

Marxist and advocated revolution , as opposed to " several 

dozen years of education . " 1 20 

In the works of Marx and Lenin, Mao found the p o l i t ical 

means to transform China.  He was yet t o  defin e  a m i l itary 

means applicable to Chin a .  

1 2 0s 1ao-Yu . Mao Tpe-tung ppd I Were Beca•r• 
Syracu•• Univeraity P r e a a . 1 9 5 9 ) .  54 . 

( Syracu a e : 
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8 

Aa you w o u l d  n o t  u a e  aood �ron t o  make a n a � l .  • o  you would 
not uae a aood man to make a • o l d 1 a r - -Trad 1 t 1 o n a 1  Chin••• 
Proverb 

The armies of the warlords with which Mao f i r s t  came 

into contact had a great deal in common with those of 

Prussia in 179 2 .  A warlord , l ike a r u l e r  in absolutist 

Europ e ,  commanded what amounted t o  a private army. Each 

decided p o l i c y ,  made a l l iances, waged war and pursued 

foreign relat ions independ ently. The p r imary goal of 

pol icy concerned the preservation and extension o f  powe r . 

Each developed political administrations dedicated t o  

exp lo i t ing agrarian economies i n  o r d e r  t o  b u i ld u p  m i l itary 

powe r . Each in effect waged class war against its own 

c i t izens as they sought all iances favoring one segment o f  

t h e  population a t  t h e  expense of another . Wu P ' e i  Fu , 

who contro l led Mao ' s  home province o f  Hunan from 1920 u n t i l  

1926, ruled over a population greater t han that o f  

Napoleonic France and commanded an army t w i c e  the s i z e  o f  

t h e  one f i e lded by Napoleon at Jena . 1 2 1  

1 2 1od o r i c  W ou .  H111tar'•m 1n Hod•rn Cb1p• ( D aw•on : 

Auatra11an N a t i o n a l  Univeraity P r e • • ·  1 9 7 8 ) .  8 1 .  Wou 
c r e d i t •  Wu P ' e i  Vu ' •  army with a •trenath ot 376 , oo o . See 

T e r r i l l .  �. p .  54 tor a eomparieon ot the population or 
N ap o l • o n i e  Frane• with Hunan. W u  P ' • i  P u " •  p r i n c i p l e  pow•r 

baaa . T e r r i l l  ( p . 2 )  alao d a a c r i b • •  pr•-ravolutionary China 
a• " t h• ancien re6.111JifJ o t  one t itth o t  mankind . •• 
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The war lords, li ke the minor p r incess o f  Europe, 

" loaned" o r  sold the services of their solders . P o l i t i cal 

a l l iance as well as money bought service . Considered the 

personal property of their leaders, the sold iers of the 

war l o rd s ,  l ike those of absolutist Europe, subscribed to n o  

particular p o l i t ical belief or ideology. The warlords 

repressed larger soc ial or national goa l s ,  sac r i f i c ing 

national unity to the point where fore ign governments dealt 

with individual warlords as separate ent i t i e s . 122 

Chin a ' s  warlords treated soldiers even more abysmal ly 

than Pruss ia had treated drafted peasants , a condition that 

d id not change with the domination of Chiang Kai-shek, the 

u l t imate warlord . "Going into the army was usually a death 

sentence , more men . d i ed on their way to the army, . . .  than 

after getting into i t . " 123 In both armies the landless 

peasan t ,  the debtor and impressed p r isoners o f  war made up 

the bulk o f  the rank and f i l e . The e ighteenth century 

spectacle of i l l iterate Prussian peasant draftees , dragged 

in chains through the streets on their way t o  the army, was 

repeated in twentieth century China. 1 2• Similar 

concerns mot ivated Chinese soldiers and Pruss i a ' s  peasant 

levees and mercenar ies . Evans Carlson ' s  observation that 

1 23Theodore H .  Whi.te and Annal•• Jacoby. Thnpdez: out. of 
Chip• .  ( N e w  Yo r k :  W 1 1 l 1.am S l oane Aae o o 1 a t • • •  1948 ) ,  1 33 . 

124Bvan• Fordyce C ar l • on , The Ch1n••• A:my (New Yo r k :  
X n • t 1 tu t e  o f  Pac 1. f 1 c  R e l a t i o n • .  1940 ) ,  3 1 .  
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the Chinese sold ier " fought f o r  the mat e r i a l  success o f  the 
' 

man who paid him, rather than for an idea l , " 12& i s  equally 

appl icable to the soldiers of Europe before the French 

Revo lut ion . 

A much larger gap existed between the army and people o f  

pre-revo l u t i onary China than had existed in Frederick I I I ' s  

P ru s s i a . U n l ike Prussia where an a l l iance betwe�n a noble 

landed gentry and the monarchy assured support o f  the army 

by a powerful segment of society, in China the army and 

soldiers were universally mal igned . 12B Warlords a l l ied 

with each othe r ,  land lords, the bourgeoisie or fore igners 

as a matter of conven ienc e . 1 2 7  Service in the army being 

unacceptable to all who could avoid i t ,  the army became the 

province of the poor . Probably 70 percent of the warlords 

were uneducated and of very low social or igins1 2B . Social 

mob i l ity d i d  exist to a certain extent in the Chinese army, 

due to i t s  constant expan sion beginning in the last decade 

of the nineteenth century . 129 

The low social origins o f  the Chinese m i l i tarists d i d  

not mit igate the trad i t i on a l ly bad behavior o f  Chinese 

armies towards native population s .  

1 2  8 z b i.d • 3 • 

The extreme d is c ip l in e  

127Jamea E .  Sheridan. Chine in P1a1ptacrat1gn. (New York ! 

The P r e •  P r e a a . 1975 ) .  &7-58 . 

128wou. Mil1t•r1am , 1 0 .  

129 :I b 1.d .  1 1 .  
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w i t h  which Prussian officers con t r o l l ed their 
" 

troops 

extended to the t r o op s ·  r e lations w i t h  c i v i l i an s .  The 

system of c o n t r o l  that prevented outrages against c i v i lians 

in Prussia d id not exist in China, where " t o  loot and rape 

was part of the j ob . " l. 3o T he brutal b e havior of the armies 

of the Nationalists equalled that of the Japanese : " they 

all (Chinese near the fron t )  said t hat t he enemy was better 

than the Chinese troops . When they mentioned the Chinese 

troop s ,  they f e l t  them t o  be a third party and not their 

own troops at al l . " l.3 1 

Mao b e l ieved the chaos of warlordism essential to the 

development of a successful commu n i s t  movement in Chin a .  

I n  his e s s ay Why is i t  that Red Poli tical Po�er can Exist 

in Chin a ?  M a o  wro t e : 

The p r o l onaed apl�t• and war• w�th�n the Wh�t• 

r • • 1ma provide a oond i t i on � o r  the amer••nee and 

p a r • 1 • tanoa o �  on• o r  m o r e  •mall Red area• under 

the laad erahip o� the Commun 1 • t  Party amidat th• 

ene�rolemant o� the White r••1me . 1 3 2  

P e r haps t h e  dominant character i s t i c  of warlordism and 

also o f  the Prussian state was m i l itar i s m .  A l l  p o l i t i c a l  

concerns w e r e  subordinated to the concerns o f  maintaining 

m i l itary power at the expense of a rational foreign o r  

domestic p o l i c y .  Chiang Kai-she k ' s  " u n i f i c ation" o f  the 

1 3 °T e r r ill.-H&A. 1. 00 . 

1 3 1wh � t e . Thunder. 144 . 

1 3 2Hao T•e-tun•• Sele¢t•d Military 
� o r e 1•n Lanaua•• P r • • • ·  186 6 ) .  1. 3 .  

Writ1n•• {Pek1na: 
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warlord factions actually changed l i t t l e . The substance of 
" 

the warlord armies and p o l i t ics remained the same . 

Following Chiang ' s  victor ious Northern Exped i t i o n ,  the 

major warlords were a llowed t o  j oin the KMT and retain 

command of their troop s .  They retained independenc e ,  

a l b e i t  w i t h  reduced autonomy. and also retained much o f  

their former powe r . 133 

The legacy of warlordism persisted throughout the anti-

Japanese war and the revolutionary war that f o l lowed . The 

army of the KMT continued all of the abuses of the warlord 

era and its officers s t i l l  used their p o s i tions for 

personal aggrand izemen t .  The Eighth Route Army in the 

period of the second united front "operated 

independently . . .  in the manner of the Kuomint ang · s  warlord 

a l l ies . " 134 

Early Republican China exhibited a l l  of the social and 

p o l i t ical shortcomings of European absolutism . The warlord 

armies c o l l apsed when confronted with the p o l itically 

and socially u n i f i ed Japanese,  just as the Prussian army 

c o l lapsed in its f i r s t  encounters with Napoleon i c  France . 

The d ifference between these two situations exists only in 

degree . W h i l e  Prussian p o l i t ical institutions were merely 

regressive, Chinese institutions d i s integrated . M i l itary 

failure in Republican China reflected its pol itical 

133
Sheridan. p1s1ptec:at1on, 1 66 . 

13�Mark S e l d e n .  The Y•n•n Way 1p Beyplytion•:v China 
( C ambrid.e : Harvard U n i v e r s i t y  Pre s s .  197 1 ) .  138 . 
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incoherence . While absolutist Prussia remained a 

competitor in the European balance of power throughout the 

c r i s i s  o f  the Napoleonic wars and reform, China suffered 

p o l i t i c a l  c o l l apse, occupation and hum i l iation by a host of 

nation s .  

9 

I m � t a t e  the hero•• o� L i ana Shan P ' o--Mao � S 5  

Mao ' s  f i rst substantive experience combating warlord ism 

occurred during Communist partic ipation in the KMT ' s  

Northern Exped i t ion . The Communist all iance with the KMT, 

the F i rst United Fron t ,  produced a prodigious amount of 

activity on the part of Mao Tse-tung . As secretary of the 

Propaganda Department and as head of the Peasant Institute 

of the KMT , Mao insisted that the center of revolution "was 

in the countryside . " �se Neglect o f  the peasants by the 

KMT led to their association with the Commun ists almost by 

defau l t .  During the First United Front few prominent KMT 

leaders could be found t o  maintain influence in its own 

Peasant Departmen t . 1 S7 

lSS sohram. Mao Tp•-tunc .  4 3 .  L i a n a  Shan P " o  �a• tha name 
o� t h a  mountain �ortreaa in Story of th• Salt Mar•h••. 
Mao · a  advioa to h i e  � • 1 lo� etudante in 1 9 1 7  rej e c t e  
e vo lu t �on in �avor o �  armed etruaal • .  

1Se s uy�n . 0•111••, 128 . 

1 3 7John B .  Ru a .  Mao Tee-tunc in Oppo•1t1on 1927-193� 
( S t an rord : Stan�ord Un�vere�ty P r •• • ·  �see ) .  4 2 .  
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The success o f  the N o r t hern Exp e d i t ion in Hunan , in 

which CCP organized peasants p l ayed a major r o l e ,  

reinforced Mao ' s  lean towards the peasantry. "Mao exulted 

in exc e s s " 13e d is p l ayed by the peasants in revolution . In 

the end CCP success in organizing peasants and workers 

antagon ized Chiang Kai-shek and the r ig ht wing of the KMT . 

In March of 1927 Chiang s p l i t  with the CCP and massacred as 

many o f  its members as possib l e .  

After the massacres t he Commun ists indulged in an 

i l ladvised period of insurrection that k i l led three-fou r t hs 

of the membership o f  Hunan ' s  Communist party . Mao and 

around 1 , 000 f o l lowers retreated into the Chingkang 

mountains and estab) i s hed themselves in a fortres s ,  much 

l i k e  the bandits in Story of the Salt Marshes. 

The m i l itary s truggle in the Chingkang mountains lasted 

nine year s .  Dur ing this period Mao observed and critiqued 

the t ac t i c s ,  structure and p o l i t i c s  o f  the KHT and warlord 

armies . Mao eradicated s o c i a l  and p o l itical inequ a l i t i e s  

i n  his armies, seeking t o  b u i ld an e f f i c ient highly 

motivated force . The warlords based their " revolution"' 

on the bourge o i s i e ,  

his revolution 

landlords and foreigners . 

on the peasantry . KHT 

Mao 

armies 

admin i stration rapaciously extorted funds 

r o l led back the 

from 

ways peasan t s ,  while " M ao had 

based 

and 

the 

o f  

.... 
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m i l lennia, " 13a with armies that took nothing that could 

not be paid f o r . Warlord troops fought for money and 

power . Mao supplied his troops with compe l l ing national and 

p o l i t ical goals. In the end the motive of defeating 

Japanese imperialism and solving the land problem in the 

countryside triumphed over mere greed . Carlson vividly 

described the d ifference between the Communist and KMT 

gu err i l las , whose effect iveness. 

dependa a 1 m o a t  e n t � r e 1 y  on the amount o r  

e t h i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  which th•Y have 

a a a i m i l a t e d . x r  they ar• thorou.hly d i •e � p l i ned 

and 1 n • p 1 r e d  w i t h  a hi•h • • n e e  or d u t y .  they a r e  

v e r y  e r r e o t ive . W i thout aueh t r a i n i n •  they tend 

t o  de•enerate into band i t • . 140 

Mao ' s  r o l l ing back of " the ways of m i l l ennia" meant that 

for the first time in Chinese history the people had an 

army with which they could identify. I f  Clausewitz and the 

Prussian reformers " handed war back to the peopl e , "  Mao 

gave war to the Chin ese people for the f irst tine . Hearing 

the phrase " our Red Army" from peasant c h i ldren , Edgar 

Snow commented that "obviously i t  wasn ' t  China . " 14 l.  Evans 

Carlson d e s c ribed the unique place in Chinese history 

enjoyed by the Red army in more d irect terms : "The extent 
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t o  which the men o f  the Eighth Route Army have broken with 

Chinese trad i t ion is unprecedented . " 14 2 

Mao , a peasant himself and a student of the peasantry, 

understood the warlord soldiers . In 1928 he described 

the transformation of mercenary peasant soldiers after 

their recrui tment into the Red Army as f o l l ows : 

T h e  ma� o r � t y  o� the Red Army e o l d � • r •  come 

� r o m  the mercenary arm � • • · but t h a � r  character 

chana•• o n o e  t h e y  are �n the Red Army . . .  The Red 

Army haa a b o l � a h a d  t h e  mercenary s y s t e m ,  makina 

the men �eel they are ��ahtina �or themselves and 

t h e  p e op l e ,  n o t  � o r  aomebody a l e e . 143 

Mao ' s  soldiers d i d  not serve in an army as much as in 

p o l i t ical workshop . " 144 Mao recruited band its 

a 

and 

deserters from warlord and KMT arm ies. entrusting his 

polit ical workshop with the task of conversion . Mao 

designed his appeals to potential Red Army recruits to 

overcome social inequit ies in the countryside and l ink 

the people and party through culpab i l ity in revolutionary 

act s :  

P i r a t  k i l l  your reactionary s u p e r i o r  o � � i o e r a ;  

then u n i t e  � i t h  the � o r k e r e ,  peaeant e ,  and a l l  

the t o i l ina maeeee o �  your area t o  overthro� the 

�uck�na Xuomintana Governmen t ;  con� i•oate the 

land or the landlord c laaa and d i • t r �bute i t  

amona t h e  p o o r  peasants ; c o n � i • o a t e  t h e  �ood and 

t h e  houaes o� the �aalthy and d i s t r i b u t e  them 

amona tha poor . . .  oraan 1 2 a  y o u r s e l v e s  t o  run your 

1 4 2carlson . �. 42 .  
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o�n arra�r& . I n  th�& �•Y you w � � l  have 
c r e ated . . .  a Sov�et aovernmen t . 1 40 

Essen t i a l  t o  the survival of the Red Army, the 

rad ic a l izat ion of " enemy" soldiers not only affected the 

common sold ier but officers as we l l .  The most significant 

politi cal radicalization of a KMT officer resulted in the 

famous S i an incident . Warlord Chang Hsueh-l iang " responded 

sympathe t i c a l ly to the Communist appeal that Chinese should 

not f ight Chinese , "  and kidnapped Chiang Kai-shek and 

forced his cooperation in a united front against 

Japan . l.4e In contrast the KMT offered l i t t l e  to a l l  but a 

tiny segment of the Chinese popu l a t i on . A head without a 

body. the KMT ruled through mi l i tary and commercial power 

and w i t h  the aid of fore ign government s . Personal 

loya l t i e s ,  b r i bery and corruption cemented the loose 

all iance of warlords comp r i s ing the KMT . 

Mao ' s  p o l i c y  appealed t o  the awakening political 

consciousness and nationalism of the peasan t s .  advocating 

unity against the Japanese and social revolution . 

The Commun ists coordinated p o l i t i c a l  and m i l itary policy t o  

achieve suppor t .  During the anti -Japanese war : 

The baaic au e r r i l l a problem lay · tn 
coordinatina aarar�an revolution w i t h  m i l i t ary 
v � c t o r y  . . .  To attempt land red i • t r ibut1on 

prematurely merely �nv1ted ••vera r ep r 1 •a l .  Yet 

l4� Schram. Thgyght, 2 1 8 .  
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o o n o r e t e  b en e r � t a  w e r e  e a a e n t � a l  � r  t h e  peaaanta 
w a r •  t o  aupport the m � l i t ary • t rua•le . o r  even 
d � • t �nau�•h the p a r t i a a n a  rrom l o c a l  band�ta and 
w a r l o r d  arm 1 e a . l4 7 

Thus Mao b u i lt a ne� army that exhibited none of the 

charact e r i s t i c s  of the ''semi-feudal" warlord armies of the 

nation a l i s t s . Mao ' s  army gained popular support . The Red 

Army did not institute a draft but received a steady supply 

of volunteers . The peasants v i e�ed the Red army as their 

own army and not as an a l i en force t o  be avoided . 

The poli t ical fai lure of the KMT Government to reform 

i t s e l f  and solve the problems of the countryside crippled 

its abi l i t i e s  to organize the Chinese people and f i e ld an 

effective army. Clausewitz attr ibuted the victories of 

the French t o  " the erroneous p o l icy of t h e  governments b y  

w h i c h  i t  �as opposed . "  The erroneous policy of .the 

Japanese and KMT also accounted in large measure for Mao ' s  

succe s s .  Mao ascribed previous imperialist victories t o  

a l a c k  o f  p o l i c y ,  a problem so lved in modern times b y  the 

leadership of the Communist Party: 

Our enemy 1 a  probably a t i l l  o h e r 1 •hina 
d r e am• or emulatina the Yuan oonque•t or 
Suna dynaaty. the China oonquaat• or the 

rond 
the 

M i n a  
Oynaaty. the B r i t 1 a h  o c c u p a t i o n  o r  N o r t h  Am•r�ca 
and 7nd i a .  the L a t i n  occupation o r  C e n t r a l  and 
South Amer�oa. etc . B u t  auoh dream• have n o  
p r a e t � c a l  value � n  preaent day C h � n a  . . .  we n o w  
have t h e  Commu n � a t  P a r t y  and t h e  Red Army . 1 4 8 

1 4 8M a o .  Military. 14& . 
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The principle p o l icy of the Communist Party and t h e  Red 
' 
Army was "protracted gu e r r i l l a  warfare (which) is something 

quite new in the entire history of war . " 14 S Protracted 

gu e r r i l l a  warfare was also something quite new in t h e  

history o f  p o l i t ics . Communist mob i l ization enabled the 

peasants , a passive element in p o l i t i cs , " 1�o t o  act 

p o l i t ic a l l y .  The importance of a peasant fighting the 

Japanese or j o i n ing one of the many Communist associations 

d id not l i e  in its practi c a l  effect as much as in its 

p o l i ti c a l  effect . The peasant developed a p o l i t ic a l  

consc iousness for the f i rs t  t im e .  I n  the same fashion that 

Prussian reforms enabled the lower c l asses of Prussia to 

actively par t i c ipate in the national l i fe of t h e  s t a t e ,  so 

Communist leadership fac i l itated t h e  b i r t h  of peasant 

nationalism in Chin a .  

Protracted gue r r i l l a  warfare d iffered from previous 

irregular warfare in i t s  scope and in its p o l i t ic a l  and 

revolutionary character . Previous guerr i l l a  movements 

depended p r imarily on the motivation of nationalism, and in 

the case of the Spanish fighting Napo leon , r e l igion . In 

protracted war social revolution and nationalism were 

united in order t o  mob i l i z e  m i litary power . Protracted 

war d id not depend on outside help . I t  was based on long 

• •  J o h n a o n .  Peasant Netionaliam 
Commpnipt Pow•r. { S t an t' o r d : Stant'ord U n J. v e r e J. t y  

P r e • • · 1ee2 ) .  e e .  

apd 
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term self rel iance, in which the enemy provides the 

principle source o f  supp ly . I rregular war usually 

accomp li shed l ittle more t han harassment and d iscomfort to 

the en emy . Given the scale of China ' s  protracted guerr i l la 

war, " i t  has broken out of the bounds of tactics to knock 

at the gates of strategy . '' 1.15 1 The u l t imate aim of 

protracted guer r i l l a  war is its transformation to regular 

war , in which the guerrillas form large scale units that 

fight a conventional war of annihilation . 1.a2 The 

signif icant d i fference between Mao ' s  concept of protracted 

war and previous irregular wars consisted in i t s  p o l i t ical 

elemen t .  In separable political and m i l itary components 

characterized protra�ted war : 

The baaic p o l i t i c a l  principle o� Chin a · a  

W ar o r  R•a i. • t ance Aaa1n•t Japan, 1 .  e . •  i.t• 

p o l i. t i. o a l  ai.m, i.a to d r i v e  out Japanaae 

1 mp e r 1 a l 1 • m  and b u i l d  an independent, r r e e  and 

happy Chi.n a .  1.153 

The m i l i tary aim i s  int imately coupled with a much larger 

pol i t i cal goal . Achievement of the m i l i tary aim , with its 

"sacrifices that will be great , "  i s  much more palatable 

when l inked with a future that is " free and happy. " 1 154 

1152J: b i.d .  1158 . 

1 154 J: b 1d .  1 9 1 . 
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10 

Conoea1ed w�th�n •t�•nath th•�• �· weakn•••· 
weakn•• • ·  a t � • n a t h .  

and �n 

Mao saw in the polarity of the ancient concept of Yin -

Yan g the basis for successfully combating the warlords and 

the later the Japanese . M ao ' s  m i l itary thought is the 

direct ant ithesis of warlordism. As a Marxist,  

familiarized himself with the Hegalian d ialect i c .  

Mao 

As a 

Chines e ,  Mao familiar ized himself w i t h  the concept o f  the 

unity of opposites Yin and Yan g . The Yin and the Yang 

are int r i n s i c  and universal . They represent a balance of 

oppos i t e s ;  male and female, dark and light, action and 

reaction etc . A l l  human behavior and phenomenon possess 

this duality, this balance . Mao reconciled Marxist 

d ialectics with traditional Chinese phi losophy by 

postulating that the unity of Yin - Yang seldom achieves 

equ i l ibrium; contradiction rather than balance 

characterizes the unity of opposites,  giving rise t o  a new 

unity condit ioned by the old . In his essay 

Con tradic tion Mao writes : 

When 
opp o a � t e a  

the o1d u n � t y  and 
y � e 1 d  p1ao• t o  a new 

� t •  oonet1.tuent 
un:ity and �t• 

o o n a t :i t u e n t  o p p o e � t • • ·  a n e w  p � o o e e a  •�e�a•• :in 
p 1 a o e  or the c1d . . .  Ccntrad:iot:ion e x :i a t a  :in the 
p r o o • • •  o r  deve1opment or a 1 1  th:in••· and 
o o n t r a d :i o t i o n  runa th�ou•h the prco••• o r  
deve1cpment o r  each thi.na r � o �  bea�nnina t o  

On 
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6 1  

end : t h � •  � - the u n � v a r a a � � t y  and a b a o l u t n • • •  o �  

o o n t r ad 1 o t � o n . 1 0 6  

In applying the theory of contradiction to war in 

general, Mao bel ieved "War i s  the highest form of struggle 

for resolving contradictions, when they have developed to a 

certain stage, between classes, states, or po litical 

groups . " loe 

Two types o f  contrad ictions exist; antagon istic and non-

antagon istic. Antagon istic contrad iction s ,  such as those 

between c lasses, inevitably result in open conflict and 

wars o f  revo lut ion .  Contrad i ction continues even after the 

triumph of socialisDl, but antagon istic class 

contradictions, and therefore war, w i l l  d isappear . 10 7 

The theory of contradiction defines the nature of 

guer r i l l a  warfare . The m i l itary power of conventional 

armies , evidenced by lavish supply systems and heavy 

equipment, exhibits its weakness when confronted with 

guer r i l la units . Unable to match the guerr i l las in 

mob i l i ty and tied to vulnerable supply lines , conventional 

armies cannot force combat with the guerr i l l as. I f  the 

conventional armies d i sperse their strength to garrison 

1 06Mao Tae-tuna. SeJect•d Works, Vo l .  I I ,  ( P e k � n a :  

Pore ian Lanauaa• P r • • • ·  1 9 54 ) ,  2 1 .  

1 0BH a o ,  H111tery, 7 8 .  

1 07I b i d , !S0-5 1 .  
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large areas o r  t o  attack small guerrilla u n i t s ,  they 
' 

themselves become vulnerable to attac k .  

Re l i an c e  on the peasant makes i t  next t o  impossible t o  

separate the guerri l l as from their source of supp l y .  The 

v i l l ages supply the gu erri l las with food , recru i t s ,  money 

and int e l l igenc e .  The vivid image o f  the guer i l l a  warriors 

as " f i s h "  swimming in a " sea" of peasants is both 

instructional and traditionally Chinese . 1 oe 

Only by "draining the water" is it possible to separate I 

the f i sh from the sea . The Japanese practiced this p o l i c y ,  

sanko-seisaku ( ' k i l l  a l l ,  burn a l l ,  destroy a l l ' )  in 

operations against the Commun ists in the early 1940s . 

Based on German practices developed to combat partisans in 

Eastern Europe, sanko-seisaku was not so much p o l i cy as 

atro c i t y .  Draining the water radicalized entire 

populations, ultimately creating more " f ish" than it 

dest royed . 1 oe 

Mao opposed the mil itarism of warlord s ,  who sublimated 

a l l  other concerns to those of the army, by rejecting the 

"purely m i l itary viewpoint . " 180 Mao ' s  genius lay in his 

u t i l ization of the most powerful resource in Chin a ,  the 

peasantry. Mao substituted the p o l itical organization o f  a 

rad ical ized peasantry for the industrial power and mi litary 

160Mao. Military. �3 . 
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professionalism o f  his enemies . 1 e 1  Unless his enemies were 

able to respond in kind and compete for the support of the 

peasant masses , u l t imately the Chinese Commun ists would 

"drown t h e i r  enemies in the ocean o f  people ' s  war . " 1 B 2  

I f  Revolutionary France " had burned away the old concept 

of war , "  then Mao and his cadres burned away the old 

concept o f  both war and pol itics in China . Previous 

Chinese armies " had only asked for a soldier ' s  body, never 

before his mind ! " l63 and previous Chinese governments used 

the peasants only for taxation and exp l o i tation , seldom as 

the basis of p o l it i c a l  power . Mao ' s  p o l i t ical army 

mobilized r u r a l  society in its total ity . Nationalism , 

d irected against the Japanese , and economic reform, 

d irected against feudal land lord s ,  enabled the waging o f  

protracted guerr i l l a  war . 

1 1  

From the beginning Mao stressed the importance of 

understanding the sp ecific p o l i t i c a l  and histor i c a l  

context in w h i c h  China fought i t s  revo lutionary war . A l l  

o f  the essays in Selected Military Writings begin with 

l 6 1B . L .  Kat&enbaoh, "Ti.m.e. Space and W 1. 1. 1 : The P o l. 1 t 1. c o 

M 1. 1. 1. t a r y  Vi.ewa o� M a o  Tae-tuna , "  1n The Gyerr1Jla and Hoy 
� Eight  Him (New York ! Praa•er, 1962 ) ,  1 2 .  

182 R 1 c hard H .  S o loman , A Rayglyt1op 1p not a Dinner 
Partv (Garden C i. ty : Doubleday, 1876 ) .  1 1 1 .  

' 
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d i s c u s s i on s  of the social , p o l i t ical and h i s torical factors 

conditioning the progress of the revol u t ion . Mao bel ieved 

that m i l itary considerations are not understandable apart 

from their specific politi cal context . 

They aay that � t  i •  enouah mere1y t o  atudy 
the 1awa o r  war in •eneral. o r  to put it more 
o o n o r e t e 1 y .  that i t  1• enou•h mere1y to r o l low the 
m 1 1 1 t ary manual• p u b l 1 ahed by the reactionary 
Chin • • •  •overnment o r  the r e a c t i onary m 1 i 1tary 
aoademiea in Ch1n a . 184 

Mao bel ieved that i t  i s  not enough j u s t  to understand the 

mechanics of war . War i s  an extension of p o licy . China ' s  

revolutionary war i s  an extension of the Commun ists Party' s  

p o l i t ical p o l icy in the countryside . 

If one accepts the politi c a l  nature of Maoist m i litary 

thought then it is necessary to examine the evolution of 

Mao ist p o l i t i c s . Parallel t o  the " heretical" notion ( in 

trad i t ional China) of a peop le ' s  army of peasan t s ,  Mao 

committed an add i t ional heresy by advocating a Marxist 

revolution based on the peasantry, an ideological heresy 

that al ienated him from Commun ists at home and abroad and 

also made him the pariah of the c i ty-based KMT . Mao 

suggested p o l i t i c a l  tactics contrary to traditional China 

and to orthodox Marxism. W h i le other Communist leaders 

attempted t o  apply the Russian model of revolut ionary war 

waged conven t ional ly, Mao developed a d i st inctly Chinese 

model of revo lutionary war , protracted guer r i l l a  war . 
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Clausewitz and the Prussian reformers learned that the 

pract i c a l  u t i l i ty of an idea is not necessar i ly related to 

its political viability. Mao, in his struggle to p r eserve 

and expand Red p o l i t ical power through peasant 

revolutionary warfare, learned a similar lesson . Mao 

suffered three expu l s i on s  from the Central Committee of the 

CCP and eight reprimands before his e l evation to Chairman 

of the party in January of 1935 . Incarceration in Yu-tu 

pr ison f o l lowed his third expulsion in 1934 . 186 

In the early 1920s Mao f o l l owed the trad i t i onal Marxist 

l i n e ,  organizing " a  childish proletariat , " l ea the miners 

of Anyuan . Mao ' s  emphasis had comp letely changed by 1 9 2 7 ,  

when he f i r st wrote o f  t h e  efficacy o f  peasant based 

revo lution . H i s  Report on an Investigation of the Peasan t 

Hovemen t in Hunan, advocates the conquest o f  power through 

peasant uprising, " the central issue in the national 

revolu t ion . " 1 B7 

Mao recognized the immense power of the peasantry, 

" a  force so swift and v i o lent that no powe r ,  however great, 

will b e  able t o  hold i t  back. " 1 BB Mao saw three choices 

open t o  the party : "To march at t h e i r  head and lead them? 

186 Rue .  Oppoa1t1on. B-10 . 

187 R u e .  Oppoa1t1on. 6 3 . 

l B BH a o .  Worka .  vo l .  z .  230 
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T o  t r a i l  behind them� gesticulating and c r i t i c i z ing? Or to 

stand in their way and oppose them?" l.ee 

After Mao ' s  retreat t o  the Chingkang Mountains he 

abandoned t h e  policy o f  Central Committee of the CCP and 

the Comintern . H e  developed a gu errilla base among the 

peasants in the Kiangsi-Hunan border are a .  Mao defeated 

the first three KMT extermination campaigns launched by 

Chiang Kai-shek against the Kiangsi base . However he did 

not defeat three successive .. left" lines launched against 

him by the leadership of his own party.  Political 

orthodoxy delineated opposition to M ao ' s  tactics. Mao ' s  

opponents asked "How can there be Marxism in the Mountains 

of Chingkangshan? " 170 and derided his " t im i d  

Guerrillaism . " l.7 l.  T h e  instructions o f  t h e  party and the 

Comintern t o  abandon gu e r r i l l a  warfare and pu r su e  a p o�icy 

of c i ty-based u p r i sings and positional warfare eventually 

resulted in the destru ct ion of the base areas. After these 

mu ltiple disast e r s  Mao became Chairman of the Party, for as 

Chou En-lai said " H e  has been r ight all the time and we 

should listen to him . " l.72 

The resolution o f  the political struggles within the 

party insu r e d  the viability of Mao ' s  peasant based version 

1 68xa o .  Work• .  24 . 

l.7 0suyi.n . D•lll••. 20 1. .  

17 1T e r r 1 1 1 .  �. 1 1 9 .  

172J:bid . l.2B . 
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of Commu n i s t  revolu t i on . Henceforth the Red Army used 

m i l itary tactics based not on Marxist theory or Rus s i an 

experience but on Chinese practice . Mao descr ibed 

the nature of theory and pract ice: 

There 
whi.oh 1 •  

1 •  only o n e  type o� 
der1ved �rom the 

true theory: that 
obaervat1.on o� 

obj eot 1.ve r e a l. 1. ty and probed by obj eot 1ve 
r e a l 1.ty . . .  Thoae who reaard Harx1•m-Len1n 1am •• 
r e 1 1a1oua doama ahow . • .  b l ind 1.anoranoe . W e  muat 
t a l l  them openly, ·your doama 1.a or no uaa . · o r .  
t o  u e e  an imp o l i t e  rormulat1.on.  " Your dosma 1 a  
l a a a  u a e � u l  than •hit . "  W e  ••• that doa ah1t can 
r e r t 1 l1.&e the r 1eld• and man " •  can �••d the doa. 
And doama•? They can ' t  � e r t 1 l 1 £ a  the � 1 alda. nor 
can they r e ad a doa. or what uaa are they? . . .  Our 
d o c t r ine ia not doama. 1 t  1a a au1de to 
aot 1 on . 173 

Mao ' s  rejection of dogma added up to a rejection of 

Stalin i s m .  M a o ' s  anti-Stalinist attitude surfaces 

p o l i t i c a l l y ,  but i s  m o s t  apparent in " hi s  flexib l e ,  

nativist ic , and mind-over matter m i l itary tactics . " 174 

Mao identified mil itary power as a cond i t ion for the 

existence of Commun ist p o l i t ical power in China as early as 

1928 . 176 It i s  sign if i cant that during the Long March Mao 

carried with him no books on Marxism-Len i n i s m ,  only the 

Story of the Salt Marshes . �7B 

Practical experience with revolution conditioned the 

17Ssohram. Thought, 178-9 . 

l.74Terr 1 1 1 .  �. 128 . 
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evo lu t i on o f  Maoist m i l itary theory in much the same way it 

influenced the t hought of Clausewitz . Practi ce and u t i l ity 

prevailed against ideo logy , Survival of the Prussian state 

and survival of the Chinese revolution depended on 

transcending the material limitat ions imposed by their 

respective circumstances . Po litical mob i l iz a t i on provided 

the means of overcoming material l im i t a t i on s .  

12 

Mao reveals himself as a C l ausewi t z i an of the highest 

order upon examination of h i s  m i l itary p o l i cy .  Throughout 

his career M ao ' s  m i l itary p o l icy remained ind i s s o lubly 

l inked to his p o l i � i ca l  p o licy. Mao pursued m i l itary 

p o l i cy solely for its p o l it i ca l  effect . Red Army 

d iscip l in e ,  the strategy and tactics o f  guer r i l l a  warfare 

and the estab l i s hment of the anti-Japanese united front 

f l owed natu r a l l y  from Mao ' s  p o l i tical goal of peasant 

revolu t i on . Revolution requires power . N o  other class 

equalled the peasants in terms of p o l i t ical poten t i a l .  

Po l i t i ca l  power requires an army. The Red army must be 

friendly to the peasants and draw power from them. The 

deve l opment o f  p e op l e ' s  war and gue r r i l l a  tact i cs provides 

a strategic method enabling the extens i on of power and 

therefore o f  the revolu t i o n . Participation in the u n ited 

front serves this p o l i cy b e cause : " W e  canno t  even d i s cuss 
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commu n i sm if we are robbed of a country in which to 
' 

practice i t . " 177 

Mao ' s  success as a soldier is d irectly attributable t o  

his und erstanding and practice o f  C lausewitz ' s  most famous 

dictum that "war is an extension of poli cy by other means . "  

Mao was first and foremost a revolu t i onary . The 

circumstances of revolu t i onary China dic tated that he 

become a sold i e r . The context of revolutionary war 

i l lu s t r ated to Cl ausewitz and Mao the p o l i t ical and social 

nature of war and accounts for much o f  the similarity that 

exists in their analysis of war . 



CHAPTER THREE: CONCLUSION 

T he o r e t i c a l  works must be evaluated in light of an 

author ' s  predisposition to a particular point of view . An 

author ' s  cultural , c l ass or professional background may 

excessively condition or d istort an otherwise evenhanded 

analys is . The "prejudice" of national ism furn i s hed the 

primary motivation for both C l ausewitz and Mao . Clausewitz 

freely admitted his l ife long hatred of the French and 

Mao ' s  adoption o f  Marxism-Leninism grew from a hatred o f  

c lass p r i v i l ege and imp e r i a l ism . Factional opposition to 

their ideas existed in the extreme, which could lead theory 

t o  degenerate into p o l i t ic a l  c o n f l i c t .  N e ither C l ausewitz 

nor Mao however , a l l owed personal prejudice or p o l i t ic a l  

expediency t o  intrude upon their coge n t ,  systematic studies 

of war . 

C l ausewit z ,  under the tute lage of Scharnho r s t ,  embraced 

a s c ho la r l y ,  "non-ideological approach to war . " 1 7 6  In 

reforming the Prussian army and w r i t ing accurately and 

truthfully about the nature of war C l ausewitz b e l ieved he 

b e s t  protected and s e rved the p e o p l e  and the state . 

C l ausewitz ' s  extreme nationalism d id not prevent his 

c r i t ic ism of the f a i l ings of the ?russian state and 

monarchy, and his antipathy to the French Revolution did 

-
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not deter an appreciation of the a b i l i t i e s  o f  Napoleon,  

whom he descr ibed as " the God o f  War himself . " 17 7  

W h i l e  Mao ' s  w r i tings often contain Marxist j argon , he 

did n o t  base his m i l itary actions o r  theory on " fo r e ign" 

Marxist ideology, but on Chinese pract ice . The methods of 

the Red Army had to work and Mao did not hesitate to 

discard or create id eology when " conventi onal" party wisdom 

proved inadequate . I n  his m i l itary w r i t ings Mao quotes 

Story of the Salt Marshes and Sun Tzu ' s  Art of War and 

even C l ausewitz ' s  On War, but he does not quote the 

voluminous m i l i t ary writings o f  Marx and Enge l s . 17 e Mao 

b r i e f ly c i t e s  Lenin ' s  essay On Guerrilla War179 and 

offers the f o l lowing quote from h i s  Socialism and War 

"War is the continuation o f  politics by other means . " 1 eo 

I n  summat ion,  m i l itary necessity and int e l l e ctual 

honesty characte r i zed the m i l itary works of Clausewitz and 

Mao . N e ither proceeded from preconceptions based on the 

past or on prevailing views . I n  fact each expressed 

opinions provoking extremely disfavorable reactions among 

the leaders they served . Enemies at court s t i f led 

1 7 7c1auae w i t z .  �. 5e3 , 

178Mao. Military. 1 0 9 .  1 8 .  and Mao Tae-tuna. On Guerrilla 
War�er• (New Y o r k :  Pr•••er. 198 1 ) ,  4 9 .  M&o repeata aome 
o �  tha q u o t a t i o n •  � r o m  Sun Tzu throuahout hi• w r i t inaa . H e  
a l a o  q u o t e a  Stpry o� the Salt Me:ahap in h i a  p h i l o a o p h i c a l  
• • • • Y  " O n  P r a c t i c e , "  WorkA. vol . 2 .  2 1 . 

17 9Mao .  Guerrilla . 4 9 .  

180 M a o .  H1J1terv. 227 . 
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Clausewit z ' s  career and Mao endured imp r i s onment and 

expu lsion from the Central Committee of his own party. 

Their respective rejections of convention in the face of 

powerful opp o s i t ion further indicates a w i l l ingness to 

p lace the integrity and prac t i c a l i ty of l earning and 

scho larship above short-term pol itical exped iency . 

1 3  

The r a a o a l  ha• a · c ommon aen•• · b o r d e r �na o n  wit--Marx 

Marx i s t s  have always appreciated C l ausewitz for his 

iden t ificat ion of the p o l i t i ca l  and s o c i al nature of war,  

for the systematic method of his thought and for his role 

in organizing a truly popular m i l i t i a ,  " at l e a s t  a s  f a r  as 

t h i s  was possible in an absolute monarchy . 1 8 1  Engels 

referred to Clausewitz as " t hat natur a l  gen i u s , " 182 and 

Lenin wrote that " Marxists have always rightly regarded 

t h i s  thes i s  ( ' War is the Continuation of P o l it i c s  by other 

Means ' )  as the theoretical basis o f  views on the 

s ignificance of any war . " 1B3 

Marxis t s  read i ly accepted Clausewitz ' s  idea of a 

peop l e ' s  war in which ent ire popu lations p a r t i c ipate in the 

18 1xa r l  Marx and P r e d e r i e k  Xna• l • .  Coll•ot•d Work•. ( N e w  
York : I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Pub l i ahera. 1 8 88 ) ,  22 : 188 . 

182 :t b i d ,  3 B t 3 0 � .  

1 83v .  I .  Len i n .  " S o o i a l. 1. a m  and War . "  i n  The t.ep 1n 
Antholo•v. ed . Robert C .  Tucker ( N e w  YO r k :  W .  W .  N o r t on . 
1 9 7� ) • 1 88 . 

·-
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defense o f  the state, and saw in it a basis for c i v i l  war 

and revolution . In add ition, �ar ,  l ike a l l  other human 

endeavour s ,  does not exist in a vacuum but " ar i s e s  from 

basic s o c i a l  needs ,  and social arrangements of 

product ion . " 184 War is a progressive instrument for change 

as w e l l  as an instrument of oppression . In a l l  cases war 

i s  a continuation of p o l i t ical struggle which in turn is a 

continuation o f  class-struggle . 

Mao vi ewed war in substan t i a l l y  the same manner as other 

Marx i s t s . Mao iden t i fied the p o l i t ical d imension to war 

observed by C l ausewitz and recognized by Marx, Enge l s  and 

Lenin . He a l s o  b e l i eved in the study o f  war as a tool for 

revolution and used m i litary h istory t o  further his own 

understanding of war : 

A l l  m � l �tary l a�• and m � l �tary theo r � e a  . . .  are 
the e x p e r � e n o e  o �  paat war• aummed up by peop l e  � n  
� o r m e r  day• o r  �n o u r  o w n  t � m• • ·  W e  •hould 
• • r io u • l Y  •tudy t h e a e .  l a a a on a  paid �or i n  b l o o d , 
w h i c h  are a h e r i t aae o� past war a . 1 B 6  

Clausewitz ' s  advocacy of the use o f  m i l i tary history, 

" in which he anticipates R.  G .  C o l l ingwood ' s  idea of 

history as the r e-enactment of past deed s , " 18B is echoed in 

Lenin and Mao . "Lenin said that the most essential thing 

in Marxism , the l iving sou l o f  Marxism , i s  the 

1 84w . B .  Ga l l i • .  Philgggphara or P••c• epd Wer. (London : 
Cambridae U n i v e r a i t y  P r e a a .  1978 ) ,  7 8 . 

186 M a o .  H1J1t•rv .  8 7 . 

1 8 8Gal l 1 e ,  P••c• . 4 2 .  

·.-
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concrete analysis of concrete condition s . " � a7 Such study 

of the past provided the basis of Marxist economic theory, 

but application in the real world is the final step in the 

formu lation of theory . Historical study, however 

imperfec t ,  i s  also the only alternative to actual 

experi ence in war . Peter Paret comments on Clausewitz ' s  

view : "History had the additional function of expanding 

the studen t ' s  or read e r ' s  experience,  o r  substituting for 

it when exp e r ience was lacking , " 1a e but u l t imately 

" knowledge must become capab i l ity . " 18e 

Marxists in general and Mao in particular agreed with 

Clausewitz that np substitute exists for pract ice . 

Knowledge without practice in the real world is use less . 

Mao , in Strategy in China 's Revolutionary Kar, defines the 

r e l at i onship between learning from the past and doing: 

� t  �a not aaay t o  �earn and app�y . . .  Read�na 
�s 1earn�na. but app1y�n• � a  also 1earn�na and 
the more �mportant kind o� learnina a t  that . . .  Our 
c h � e �  m e t h od 1a to �earn warfare throuah 
war�ar e . 1 e 0  

Clausewitz in Book I I  of On War , On the Theory of War� 

d e s c r ib e s  the p r o b l em in substan t i a l ly the same terms , with 

1 8 8P e t e r , P a r e t ,  "The Genesis Of On W ar , "  introduction to 
On War by C a r l  von C l auaew�tz ( Pr inceton : P r inceton 
Univeraity P r e s s ,  1878 ) .  2 3 , 

1 B 9c1auaew1tz. � .  147 . 

1 90Mao , M111tery, 87-BB . 
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addi t ional emphasis on the intel lectual d ifficult ies of 

command : 

" T h e  knolJledae required in war ie very 

a imp l e ,  b u t  at t h e  eame time i t  1 •  not aaey t o  

a p p l y  . . .  The d i � t i c u l t y  i n c r a a e e •  lJ i t h  e v e r y  etep 

up t h e  ladd e r ;  and at the t o p - - i t  baoom•• amona 

the moat extreme to w h i c h  t h e  mind can be 

eubj a o t e d  . .. ]. El l.  

Clausewitz ' s  advice that " knowledge must become capab i l ity" 

is recognized by W .  B .  Gallie . In his d iscussion of the 

philosophical contributions of Clausewitz he concludes 

O n e  could eay. in the current j a raon , that 

they w a r e  cantered o n  the idea o �  p r a c t i c e  and 

ita i m p l i c a t i o n •  tor a o i e n c e  in ••naral . . •  I n  

o t h e r  w o r d s .  t h e  c o n t l i c t i n a  i n t a r e e t e .  aima , 

maane and moves in lJhich lJar o o n e i e t e  c o n t i n u a l l y  

a t t a c t  e a c h  o t h e r  r e c i p r oc a l l y . l. EI 2  

C l ausewitz separated war from the confines of 

mechan i s t i c ,  objective science and brought i t  into the 

realm of social science . War and p o l i t i c s  d o  not react 

accord ing to mathemat ical princ iples but according to the 

dynamics of d i s tinctly human characteristics . C l ausewitz 

clear ly d e f ines this view of war in Book I I ,  Chapter Three, 

Art of War or Science of War 

W a r  ia part o �  man · a  a o c i a l  axi•tance . . .  W a r  

i a  n o t  an exerciae o �  t h e  w i l l  d ir e c t e d  at 

inanimate m a t t e r .  as ie the oaee w i t h  t h e  

m e c h a n i c a l  ar t a .  o r  a t  m a t t e r  which i e  animate 

b u t  paeaive and y i e l d in a .  aa ie the ca•• with t h e  

1 8 2oall i a .  Peao• ,  4 2 .  
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human m i n d  and e m o t i o n •  i n  the � 1 n e  a r t & . In 

war . the w 1 1 1  1 •  d ir e c t e d  at an animate o b j e c t  

t h a t  r e ac t a . 193 

Mao describes war in much the same way, iden t i fying war · s  

social components with an emphasis on its relation to 

outside phenomenon : 

W a r  ia t h e  hiaheat �orm o �  atruaa1e � o r  

r e • o l v 1 n a  c o n t r ad i c t i o n & . when they have developed 

t o  a c e r t a i n  a t aae . between c l a • • • • ·  n a t i on s .  

a t a t e a .  o r  p o l i t ical a r o u p a  . . .  U n l • • •  you 

und e r • t an d  the a c t u a l  c i r o u m a t a n o • •  o� war . i t a  

n a t u r e  and i t a  r e l a t i o n e  t o  o t he r  thi n•• • you w 1 1 l  

n o t  know t h e  lawe o �  war . l94 

War is not an exact science subj ect to laws and formula, 

but a continuous social and po l it i c a l  process, constantly 

changing and evolving. Theory cannot be appl ied 

dogmat i c a l ly but can only serve as a guide to order one ' s  

thinking. War i s  a mode of conflict operating in r e l ation 

to other dynamic react ing objects and is an expression of 

something other than emotion , i t  is a r e f l ection of the 

social r e l at i on s  of man . 

14 

I n  h i s  iden t if i cat ion of war as " an act of human 

intercourse" 19� Clausewitz reveals h i s  basic human i s t i c  

194Mao . Military ,  ?0 . 
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approach t o  the problems of war . The historical examp l e s  

of t h e  F r e n c h  Revolution and Prussian defeat and rebirth 

led C lausewitz to stress the importance of the human 

element in war . Mao ' s  stud i e s  of the peasantry and 

partic ipat ion in revolutionary war led h i m  t o  substan t i a l ly 

the same conclusion . C l ausewitz ' s  continuous st ruggle to 

retain the Landwher i l lustrates his b e l i ef in the m i l itary 

value of non-professional s o l d i e r s  " sprung from the 

p e op l e . " lse Mao also b e l ieved the technical abi l it i e s  

and equipment o f  professionals c o u l d  b e  overcome b y  

mob i l i z a t i on of t h e  human e l ement : 

Weapons are an important �actor in war, 

but not the decisive ractor; it i a  peop le . not 

thin•• that are decisive . The oonteat or atrenath 

is not only a contest or �111tary and economic 

power. but aleo a contest or human power and 

mora l e . H111tary and aoonomio power 1a 

neceaaar1ly wielded by paopl.e. 1 8 7  

In h i s  Defense Plan for Silesia ( 18 1 1 ) ,  Clausewitz 

showed an appreciation of the ab i l i t y  o f  c i v i l ians t o  

overcome mat e r i a l  m i l itary power . H e  proposed that 

Gne i s enau "make a Spain out of S i l e s ia , "  and that 

volun t e e r s  f ight the French w i t h  pikes and fowling 

p i e ce s . 1se 

Clausew i t z ,  i n  h i s  evaluation of t h e  human e lement i n  

w a r ,  paid great attention to t h e  concept o f  the " m i l i tary 

l. 8 8Park1naon. CJatuoaw1tz, 2se . 

l9 7Hao, M111t•rv. 2 1 7-218. 

l98park1n aon. C1aua•w1tz, 1 3 0 . 
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genius . "  The personalities of sold iers " ar e  such important 

f a c t o r s  that i n  war above all it i s  vital not to und e rrate 

them . " l.GG The characteristics C lausewitz identified as 

i nd ica tive of m i litary genius include physical courage, 

determination and " a  strong mind rather than a br illiant 

o ne . " 2 0o Clausewitz prefers the " inqu i r ing rather than the 

creative m ind , the comprehensive rather than the 

specialized approach, the calm rather than the excitable 

head . "  2o1. 

Mao's evaluation of the q u a l i t i e s  necessary for 

effe c t ive leadership are also based on practicalityr will 

and r e sults: 

" :I n  l." ea.l l i � e . we cannot a • k  �01" " ev e r 

v i o t o r i ou •  ••neraJ. e , "  who a r e  rew and r ar 

between in h i • t o r y . What we oan a a k  � o r  �a 

a e n e r a l. •  

n o rlll.a l l.y 

war . To 

a o q u 1. r e  

J. e a r n i n •  

who are brave and •aaaoiou• and who 

win t h e i r  b a t t l e •  in t h e  o o u r • e  o� a 

b e o olll.e both w1.ee and o o u raaeou• one muat 

a method . a method t o  be empl.oyed �n 

aa w e l l.  a• in a p p J. y i n a - 2 0 2  

The b as i c  humanism evident in the works of Clausewitz and 

Mao lead naturally to t h e i r  resp e c t ive concerns for the 

polit i cal element in war . Organizing human activity is 

primar i ly a political task, therefore the reciprocity 

between military and political act ion.  

20 0 :t b id .  l. 0 3 . 

2 0 1 :t b 1d . l. l.J_ .  
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Phi losophically Clausewitz and Hac exhibited a basic 

simi larity in the i r  approach to war . Derived from 

historical examp l e  and prac t i c e ,  t h e i r  theories expressed a 

b e l i e f  in the essen t i a l  ab i l i ty of human be ings to defend 

themselves effectively regardless of their social origins 

or def iciencies i n  their t echnical abil ity to wage war . 

The social natu r e  of wa� del ineates that p o l i t ical 

organ iz a t i on and leadership unlocks the intrinsic m i l itary 

poten t i a l  of social groups, a potential that i s  

proportional to the dedication and poli t i cal w i l l  of the 

group . 

1 5  

The phi losophical similar ity between Clausewitz and Mao 

produced a s i m i la r i ty in the practical sphe r e .  Comparisons 

between the writings o f  Clausewitz and Mao . when they are 

mad e ,  generally begin with a discussion of Clausewitz ' s  

Chapter The People in Arms (Book VI , Chapter Twenty-

six) . 20 3 C l ausewit z ' s  d i r e c t  knowledge of gu e r r i l l a  war 

existed second hand, through reports from Spain . In Qn. 

he mentions the Spanish insurgency only onc e ,  

203John B .  Taahj ean . "The Tranaatlant�c 

N • v• 1 .... w .. e .... r.___,c ....... o .... J_.J .... e..,.s..,e..____..a .... Llvoc....1.o.;e......_w . 3 5 .  ( 1.982 ) : 

Cl.aueeYi t z .  •• 

7 8 .  Taah.j ean 

d i a c u a a e a  the improvidence or th1• vieY . See HoYard . 

C lpuppv1 ta:, 7 2 ,  and Ryland e :t- ,  " C l.a u e e Y 1 t a 1 a n , "  1. 8 - 1. 9  • r o r  

examp l e a  o r  t h 1 •  type o r  oompariaon . 
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describing i t  s imply as " a  war of attrit ion . " 204 H i s  

c on c lusions a r e  o f  interest when compared w i t h  those of 

Mao , as his limited information forced him to extrapo late a 

great d e a l  from other more fami liar forms of warfar e .  In 

contrast with a l l  other aspects o f  war , in which 

C l ausewitz ' s  analysis is much more developed and systematic 

than M ao ' s ,  here the s i tuation is reversed . Mao ' s  w r i t ings 

are a l l  based on gu e r r i l l a  experience and are as d e t a i l ed 

and systematic as Clausewitz ' s  writ ings ( 5  pages) on the 

subject are b r i e f .  

C l ausewitz exhibited a f a s c ination f o r  popular u p r i s ings 

demonstrated by his support of the estab l i s hment of a 

m i l i t i a  and o f  other irregular forces to combat Napoleon . 

C l au s ew i t z ' s  vivid imagination enabled him to conceptualize 

the probable course and essential charac t e r i s t i c s  of a 

peop l e ' s  war , and enabled him t o  evaluate its u t i l i ty and 

r e l at ionship t o  conven tional forces without any d irect 

knowledge of it . 

Clausewitz begins by d iscussing opposition t o  this 

n ineteenth-century phenomenon , d e s c r ibed by i t s  detractors 

as '' a means o f  revolution and legalized anarchy . . .  as much a 

threat t o  the social order at home as it is to the 

enemy . " 20 �  Mao ' s  awareness of the s o c i a l  ramifications of 

arming the people is s e lf-eviden t .  Mao d id n o t  question 
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' 
the inevitab i l ity of peasant revolt in China, only if the 

Commun ist party would lead i t .  Clausewitz outlines five 

conditions under which a people ' s  war can b e  effective : 

1 . The war must be fough t in the interior of the 
country. 
2. It must not be decided by a single stroke . 
3 . The theatre of operations must be fairly large . 
4 . The national character must be suited to that 
type of war. 
S . The coun try must be rough and inaccessible� 
because of moun tains or forests, marshes, or the 
local me thods of cultivation. 2DB 

Mao emphasized and in practice took advantage of all of 

these condit ions in waging gu errilla warfare against the 

KMT and the Japanese . The estab l i s hment of bases in remote 

or protected regions o f  Chin a ,  s a t i s f i e s  Clausewitz ' s  

f ir s t  requirement . His second cond i t i o n ,  that the war not 

be a short o n e ,  to a degree anticipates Mao ' s  concept o f  

protracted war . The scale o f  guer r i l l a  operation s ,  

including the 6 , 000 m i l e  long mar c h ,  aptly demonstrates the 

u t i l ity of a large area of operat ion s ,  Clausewitz ' s  third 

cond it ion . Mao also exp lo i ted Chin a ' s  history of rebell ion 

and the d i f f iculty of Chin a ' s  terrain , the fourth and fifth 

conditions Clausewitz considered essential f o r  successfully 

waging small war s .  

Clausewitz and Mao each portrayed the nature and tactics 

o f  peopl e ' s  war in strikingly simi lar way s .  Clausewitz 

descr ibed the course of peoples war as f o l l ows : ·"Like 

20 8 c � auaew � t z .  �. 4 8 0 .  
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smo l d e r ing embers it consumes the basic foundation o f  the 

the enemy forces . . .  The f l ames w i l l  spread like a brush 

f i re , " 207 Mao ' s  depiction uses simi lar imagery : "All 

China is l i ttered with d ry faggots which will soon be 

a f l ame . . .  'A single spark can start a prairie f i re , · is an 

apt descr iption of how the current situat�on w i l l  

develop . " 20e Their respective comments on guerr i l l a  

tactics resemble each other as wel l .  Guerr i l l a ' s  should not 

" pu lverize the core but . . .  nibble at the shell around the 

edges ( C lausewitz ) , " 2o e and should " avoid the s o l id and 

attack the h o l l ow ( M ao ) . " 2 10 

Tactical s imilarities also exist in more specific form . 

Clausewitz identified the principle tactical goal of 

insurgents as preservation o f  one ' s  forces by avoiding 

maj o r  defensive battles�  a goal which entai l s  mob i l ity and 

possible abandonment of territory . Mao add resses this 

problem by his statement, " t o  gain territory is no cause 

for j oy and to lose territory is no cause for sorrow . " 2 1 1  

207 I b i d , 4 8 1 .  

2 1 0Mao , G!l•r;r1ll8, 4 8 . 

2 11M &o Tae-tung. Bapic Tact1ca ( N e� Y o � k !  

1 9 8 8 ) .  8 7 . 

P r & e g e r .  
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Mao . s famous s ixteen character formu l a ,  

The enemy advances, r;;e retrea t :  
The enemy camps� we harass : 
The enemy tires� we a t tack : 
The enemy retreats� we pursue .  2 1.2 

is d e s c r ipt ive of a l l  successful guerr i l la campaigns in 

history . O f  more significance is the extent t o  which 

Clausewitz anticipated the modern phenomenon of protracted 

war, and the extent to which Mao transcended � g u e r r i l laism" 

in a strategic sens e ,  turning a tactical device into a 

comprehensive strategic method . 

16 

M ao ' s  name w i l l  always be associated w i t h  guerr i l l a  

warfare , and i n  a practical sense t h i s  association i s  

c o r r e c t . M a o ' s  success w i t h  gu e r r i l las in China served as 

a model f o r  much o f  the Third W o r l d  in the wars o f  

l i b e r a t ion that f o l lowed W o r ld War II . However ,  Mao ' s  

maj o r  contribution t o  m i l itary theory, his concept of 

protracted war , is not based on guerr i l l a  war , but regular 

war . When Mao wrot e ,  " I n  the War o f  Resistance Against 

Japan , regular warfare is primary and gu e r r i l l a  . warfare 

supplementary , " 2 13 he reveals the essence of protracted 

war . W i t h  Mao ' s  d ivis ion of guerr i l l a  struggle into phases 

in which the insurgents eventu a l ly form large conventional 

\. 
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u n i t s ,  gue r r i l la warfare " has broken out of the realm of 

tactics to knock at the gates of strategy , " 2 1 4  Differences 

between regular and irregular war are min o r :  "Guerr i l l a  

Warfare is d ifferent o n l y  i n  degree and in form . " 2 15 

Mao is correct when he descr ibes protracted war as 

" something e n t i r e ly new in the history o f  warfar e . " 2 l.B 

Previous t o  Mao , no theoretical basis existed for the 

transformation from low leve l gue r r i l l a  tactics to regular 

conventional war . The gue r r i l las in Spain achieved notable 

successes , but u ltimately r elied on W e l l ington to eject 

the French .  W i t hout corresponding regular forces ,  

gu e r r i l l as remained an adj unct , an annoying curios ity . 

W i t h  Mao i r r egular warfare came into its own as a method 

to organ ize , train and p o l i t i c i z e  a regular army. Only a 

conventional army can f ight large b a t t l e s , destroy enemy 

forces and capture c it i e s . Guer r i l l a  war provided the 

environment in which t o  build such an army . 

C l ausewitz appreciated the essential gu e r r i l l a  problem 

that Mao s o l ved in his development of p r o t r acted war : 

To be � e a l. � a t � o .  one muat the�ero�e th�nk of 

a aene�a1 �nau��•otion w � t h � n  the r � amewo�k or a 

wa� conducted by th• the �•aula� a�my. and 

o o o �dinat•d �n one al.l-encompaaa�na p l a n . 2 1 7  

214Kao. H111tery, 155 . 

2 1 5:r b � d .  153 . 

216 :r b id . 154 . 
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In the f in a l  paragraph of The People in Arms� Clausewitz 

describes a scenario akin to the counter-offen s ive s t age of 

protracted war : 

Once the v i o t o �  i8 enaaaed i n  a ia aa a .  o n c e  

he has � a � t  8 t � ona a a r r i a o n a  a 1 l  alona the way t o  

� o r m  h i s  l in e  o �  commun i c a t i o n . or has evan sen t 

o u t  d e t a c h m e n t s  to s e c u r e  h i s  �reedom o �  movement 

and keep adj o inina p r o v i n c e s  �rom a ivina h i m  

t r o ub 1 e : o n c a  h e  has b e a n  weakened b y  a v a r i e t y  o �  

l o s 8 e s  in m e n  and ma t e r i e l .  t h e  t ime h a s  coma � o r  

the defend ing army t o  take t h e  � i e ld 

aaain . . .  rakina the invader w i t h  t h e i r  & t r a t a a i o  

en.f i l a.d e . 2 1 8  

The comp o s i t i on of the army that takes the f ie l d  i s  not 

well d e f ined . Presumably a mixture of irregu lars and 

fortress troops emerge from their bastions and fight in a 

convent i on a l  mann e r .  

17 

I f  one takes Mao at his word and views protracted war as 

convent i on a l  war with a guerr i l l a  aspec t .  then the barriers 

between M a o , who epitomizes guerr i l la war , and Clausewitz , 

who " laid the groundwork for a l l  subsequent theoretical 

m i l i t ary thought , " 2 l.e dimin ish . C l ausewitz is perhaps the 

outstanding example of the m i l itary theoret ician in the 

west . The view o f  Mao ' s  gue r r i l l aism as the limit o f  his 

m i l itary thought is refuted through an exam ination of 

2 1 Bcl a u a ew i t .z .  H..&.l:.. 483 . 

2 1 8T ravor Dupuy. Uodaratapdinq War, ( N e w  Y o r k :  Paraaon . 

1 8 9 7 ) .  2 1 .  
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protracted war i n  light o f  conventional Clausewitzian 

doctrin e .  

M a o  based protracted war on " tactical offensives within 

the strategic defens ive , "  and advised , " st r ictly avoid 

passive defen c e . " 2 2 0 Clausewitz advocated a s im i l ar 

cou r s e  of action,  never a l lowing this important strategic 

means of defense ( an armed uprising) to turn into tactical 

defense . " 221 Clausewitz devotes 32 chapters in On War, to 

the subj e c t  of defense and offense . His conclusion , that 

the defensive is the stronger form of war , is " at odds 

with prevalent opinion" in his own day as w e l l  as in 

ours . 2 2 2  M ao ' s  defensive success with " t imid 

gue r r i l laism , "  is b r ought to mind . as is the stalemate 

brought about by the superiority the defensive exhibited 

in the F i r st World War . 

A successful defense without subsequent offensive action 

is u l t imately indecisive . The counter-attack stage in 

protracted war and C l ausewitz " s  " sudden powerful transition 

to the offensive--the f l ashing sword of vengeance , " 223 are 

analogous . War develops to " a  culminat ing point of 

v i c t o ry , " 224 when the superior ity of one s ide over the 

22 0Mao . Military, 157- 1 5 8 . 

221c� ausew�tz. �. 4 8 1 . 

222rb t d .  e 7 a . 

22 3 I b 1 d . 6 6 0 . 

2 24 I b .1d ,  5 6 6 . 
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other reaches the point o f  dec i s i on ,  resu lting in the 

destruc t i on o f  weaker . 

C l au s ewitz identified the destruct ion of the enemy ' s  

armed f o r ces as the main m i l itary obj ective in war . This 

ensures the achievement o f  the p o l i t ical obj ective. M ao ' s  

concept o f  a " Wa r  o f  Ann i h i lation , " 22� in which a mere 

routing of the enemy is insu f f i c i en t ,  brings to mind the 

Clausewitz inspired campaigns of M o l t ke and the writings of 

Schlieffen . Each b e l i eved moderation in war unreal i s t i c  

and unj u st i f i e d ,  anything l e s s  than total ann i h i l ation 

leaves one vulnerable to an enemy who rejects defeat . 

C lausewitz saw in the mass mob i l izations o f  the French 

Revol u t i on and the Napoleon i c  wars the tendency f o r  wars to 

become abs o lute . Mao viewed this tendency in a d i f f erent 

manner ,  d ividing a l l  wars into j u s t  and unj u s t  war s . These 

wars represent the struggle between , clas s e s ,  revolution 

and counter revolution and u l t imately between good and 

evi l .  u The war we wage i s  part o f  a f inal battle . . .  a most 

lofty and g l o r i o u s  undertaking f or the salvation of 

mankind . " 228 War reaches toward the abs o lute for Mao in 

terms o f  i t s  r o le in resolving class struggle , a "war waged 

by the great maj o r i ty of mankind . " 2 2 7  

Clausewitz i s  b e s t  known for h i s  l inking o f  pol icy and 

war . The p o l i t i c a l  idea i s  the supreme contribution o f  

228Mao . Military, 80-B l .  

2 27:r:bi.d. . 8 1. .  
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C l ausewitz t o  the study o f  war . War is an instrumen t ,  a 

tool of p o l i c y ,  not a separate entity . Mao deve l oped 

C l ausewi tz ' s  supreme idea to its logical conclus i ons, 

providing the 20th century extension of C lausew i tz ' s  

theory . For Mao war is not only an extension of p o l i t i c s ,  

"war is politics , " z ze " p o l i t i c s  with bloodshed . " �2a This 

reciprocity is i l l u strated by a remark Mao made regarding 

the period of he Second United Fron t :  " When the 

Nationalists are wrong we critic ise them . In the past we 

used the machine gun to c r i t i c i s e  them . Now we use the pen 

and the tongue . " 230 

Mao applies Clausewitz ' s  most famous dictum in practice 

as we l l  as in theory : 

W h a t  1a p o � 1 t 1 c a �  m o b 1 � 1 z a t 1 o n ?  'P 1 r a t , i t  

mean• t e � �1n• t h e  army and the p e o p � e  about the 

p o � 1 t 1 oa� obj e c t 1ve o �  the wa r . . .  Nex t . . .  the 

e t e p a  and p o � 1 c 1 e a  to a t t ain t h i a  object ive muet 

a 1 e o  be make c �e a r ;  that 1 a ,  

p o l 1 t 1 o a l  proaram. 2 3 1  

Few acknowl edged d is c iples of Clausewitz would g o  s o  f a r  as 

to share with the army and people the objectives of war and 

the steps and p o l icies necessary to achieve those 

obj ectives .  

2 2 8H a o .  Work• ,  vo1 . 3 ,  202 . 

229H a o ,  Military ,  2 2 9 . 

23 1H a o .  Worka. Vo l .  3 ,  200 . 
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Any comparison of the theor ies of C l ausewitz and Mao 

mus t  invest igate the possib i l ity that · Mao studied 

C l ausewitz and der ived his theories of war from him . The 

possibility also exists that Mao gained knowledge of 

C l ausewitz through the works of Len in,  an acknowledged 

practit ioner of Clausewitzian methods . 

E .  L .  Katzenbach does not d ocument h i s  statement that 

Mao " quotes . . .  Clausewitz, whom he studied in Chinese 

translation as early as 1 928 . " 2 3 8  R .  L .  Rylander cites 

" considerab l e , if circumstantial , evidence that suggests 

that Mao studied On War, " in the middle and late 

1930s . 23 7  Jacques Gu i l lermaz c a l l s  attention to Mao ' s  

quotation o f  Clausewitz in his essay On Protracted ¥ar 

( 1 938 ) 2 3 8 and Yeh C h ' ing ascribes Mao ' s  knowledge of 

C l ausewitz t o  his reading of Lenin ' s  Socialism and War. 2 3 9  

I t  is d if f icult to imagine M a o  making a systematic study 

of On War in 1928, the year of the estab l ishment of the 

f i r s t  commu n i s t  gu e r r i l l a  base and a year of constant 

2 3 8KatR:anbe.oh. " W  i. l .l " . 1 2 .  

237 Ry1e.nd a r .  ' 'C1au salli t 2 i. e.n . "  1 6 .  

2 3 8J aoquae Gu i l larma2. "The Solder , "  i n  D i c k  W 1. 1aon . 
ad . •  Mao Tpa-tpng in tha S¢el•a or Hi.atory ( C e.nb r idaa ! 
Ce.mbr i.dga U n i va r a i t y P r a a a .  1977 ) .  1 2 8 .  

2 3 9Yah C h  • ina. Inaida Mao Taa Tupg Thopght ( N ew York! 

Xxp o a i t 1on P r a a a . 1975 . 



d 

9 1  
' 

combat . 240 I t  is more l i k e ly that M ao · s  familiarity with 

Clau sewitz stems from his reading o f  Lenin . Mao ' s  direct 

quotation of Clausewitz in On Pro tracted �ar is attributed 

to Lenin " s  Socialism and War in a footnote . 24 1  Lenin 

acknowledges Clausewitz as the source of the quotation that 

Mao c i t e s . One must assume that Mao ' s  knowledge of 

Clausewitz , l i ke the quotat ion . comes second hand from 

Lenin · s  Socialism and War. Three b r i e f  paragraphs, a l l  

concerning war a s  a continuation o f  p o l i t i c s , comprise 

Lenin ' s  d iscussion of the v a l i d i ty of Clausewit z ' s  theories 

f o r  Marxist s , 242 I t  certainly d o e s  n o t  represent the body 

of Clausewitz ' s  theory n o r  d o e s  it provide a basis from 

which Mao could have derived a maj o r  part of his theory . 

Less l i k e ly is the n o t ion that M a o  r e ad Lenin ' s  more 

extensive c r i t ique and notes regarding On War, as they were 

de leted from Russian e d i t ions of Leninskii sbornik after 

1930 . 24 3  Stuart Schram points out that the quotation in 

q u e s t i o n ,  " W ar is the continuation of p o l i t i c s  by 

other . . .  means , " 244 reads " War i s  a special p o l i t ical 

technique f o r  the real izat ion of 

24 9 Ru a .  Oppoait1oo, 87- 1 1 1 . 

241Ma o .  Military .  26 6 .  

242t.en 1.n . " W ar . " 18 9 .  

certain p o l i t i c a l  

24 3 R o l �  H .  W .  Thean . Lep1p• Gapaa1s epd DeyeJopment. 
C N •� York: J ,  B .  L 1. p p 1. n o o t t .  1 973 ) .  1 6 9 . 
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obj ective s , "  in the o r iginal text . The change from an 

ind irect paraphrase o f  Clause�itz to d i r e c t  quotation 

occurred in 195 1 ,  thirteen years after the writing of On 

Protracted War. 24� From this belated acknowledgment of 

Clausewitz , via Lenin , one can surmise that Mao d id not 

have d ir e c t  access to e i t he r  Clausewitz or Lenin in Yenan 

in the late 1930s . D i r ec t  access would have resulted in 

d i rect quotat i on , not the inadequate paraphrase Mao later 

changed . 

Mao himself is c lear on the subject of the origins of 

his m i l itary thinking : 

I have nev�r attended m � l �tary eohoo� . Nor 

have I read a book on m � l �tary •trate� . People 

eay that I rel�ed on Romance ot th• Three 
Kingdoms and Sun teu • s  Art ot v•r for my 

eampai.cne. � eai.d I had never read Sun T2u " e  � 
of War. I have read Romance of tha Three 
Kingdoms . . . Later when I wrote about what I c a l led 

problems of etratecy I had a look at Sun Tau . 246 

Mao must be regarded as an o r ig i n a l  thinker whose 

thought evolved from practice and observat ion . Exposure to 

Clausewitz through Lenin reinforced Mao · s  thinking. but d id 

l i t t l e  or n o t h ing to condition i t .  Mao ' s  major w r i t ings on 

m i l itary affairs t o o k  place after ten years of practice 

waging war . The s imilarity between C l ause�itz and Mao 

stem f r om the abi l it i e s  o f  each to identify and understand 

universals in war appl icable to a l l  time s .  and to a l l  modes 

of combat . 

24� Sohram . Thpqght, 2 86 .  

248a u � l lermaz . " S o l.di.er , " 1 2 8 . 

l -
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in m y  v i e w  C 1 a u s & w � t z  level ia on t h a t  o f  C o p e rn i c us . 

Newton and Darwin--J . F .  C .  F u l l e r  

N o  o n e  a i n c a  Len�n haa had such a p o w a r r u l  e r f e c t  on 

h i s t o ry--Andre Malraux 

An observer app a l l ed by the excesses of revo lution, 

Cl ausewitz advocated transformation o f  the state to avoid 

revolution . Mao had no state t o  preserve . The power of 

the Red Army and therefore that o f  the party, existed only 

precariou s ly . Clausewitz chose to serve Prussia,  advocating 

s o c i a l  reform and the mobilization of the entire nation t o  

part i c ipate i n  defense of the state . Mao s e rved China by 

mob i l i z ing the nation to resist the Japanese and by 

creating a new stat e .  

The s im i larities in their respective studies o f  war 

underscore the ab i l ities of eac h ,  the veracity of their 

conclus ions and an essential unity of great themes and 

ideas east or west . Clausewitz ' s  r e l evance in the 20th 

century is i l lustrated by the harmony existing between his 

ideas and those of Mao . The Chinese examp l e ,  repeated 

most sign ificantly in Viet Nam and most recently in 

Afghan istan, is further evidence of the r e l evance of 

C lausewitz and Mao . Con f l icts such as these graphically 

exhibit the r e c iprocity� identified by C lausewitz and Mao , 

that exists between politics and war . There is l it t l e  

reason to expect that this w i l l  change i n  t h e  futu r e .  
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